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earliest two City Directories ls given as
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DeeC Janua:y 28, 1864.
James Sin;:son to Diantha G. Barnes.
Ded Oeto oer l, 1865,
liantha 3a:rnes to &roch A. Gastman.
Deed Cciooer, L)l),
3ar1 3. Iavis to E. H. Hopper.

?, Enoeh A. Gastm.an eaae to Deeatur ln 1860, and married Frances Peterson
ln July, L95?, She died s.yen nonths 1ater, In August, 1864, he nar-
rled. Caroline S. Sargent, a Decatur teaeher who ras frorn Ner Hampshi-re.
They had five child.ren; horever, only tr*o llved. to ad.ulthood, Flrs,
Caroline Gastman died in April, ]-904, and on Christmas Day, 1!0J he
maried Hiss Bel1e liobbs in Bloomington *rho survived hlm, living until

. l-946, Other personal iteas regard.ing Mr. Gastman, i-nclud.ing referenee
to hls interest in gardenlng and in bees, and the cause of hls lameness,
are to be fouad in the obituary taken fron the August 4, l9A7 Decatur
Eevier, a copy of xhich is attached.

3, Frofesionally Mr. Gastraan xas nationally knom, ln part because of his
record. of forty-five years as superintendent of schools in one conmunlty,
(so far as is known only one in the nation surpassed. it), and in part
for his lead.ershlp ln nany professional activlties. These, too, are listed
in part 1n the attached. obi.tuary.

(See reverse slde)

Present owaerts narre3 E. M. Hopper.



4, Mr. Gas{man is listed 1n the l.8?}-?2 Decatur'Clty Directory as ltvlng
aL )4 l{est North, corner College, r+hieh it 1s presumeC was later re-
nunbered. as 464 W. North. He had seeured. title to the property in
1855, This does not mean that there Has necessarillr a house on the
tr)roperty however; it seens 1ike1y thaf, havlng bebn marrj-ed ln 1852,
he rould have had a house on the 1and. he bought, at least by 187I.
The Asses'sorts 0ffice lists ihe folloring d.ata about the house in
19732

' 'tlood exterior.I Gable r-oof - medium pitch.

Pine floors in 10 rooms.
Hardxood floors in 1 room.
Softxood trim..
ir{arn air, gas heat.
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Decatur Daily Revler Sunday, August 4Lh, lg07

M{OCH A. GAST}iAN IS DEAD IN 3OSTON

Nfl{s R.F]CEIVM SATUEDAY MOHNIT{G SHOCKS AND SADD}X{S DECATTR

ACIITE BIiONCHITIS CAUSE
'vrIDOil EI(PECTED T0 AitIlM fN CITY I{ITH 30DY THIS EVENfNG

Enoch A. Gastman, late superintend-ent of the publlc schools of Decatur,
d"led" Saturd-ay, August 3r at the Parker House, Boston, Hassachusetts. His
d.eath was entirely unexpected. by hls Decatur friend.s, tlhen he left home about
two weeks ago he Has a^s xe11, apparentlyr as he had been for several years.

Several frienls of the faml1y received telegrams announcing hls d.eath.
These r1essages cane fron PIrs. Gastman, who was with her husband at the tlne.

Later in the day a nessage was received' saylng that Mrs' Gastman rould
leave Boston Saturd.ay noon for Decatur. The expectation ls that she will ar-
rive here thls ev:ning on the i{abash Continental traln. l{o announeement of
the tine of the funeral has been made.

Superintend.ent and l,Irs. Gastman left Decatur tro weeks ago for a pleasure
trip through the east. ?hey visited a week inNer Hanpshire and then went to
Boslon, arriving there on Hond.ay last. They had. planned to return to thelr
hone the firsi; of the current neek.

DEATH DUE TO BRONCHITIS

Hr. Gastnaars death ras d.ue to bronchitis, xith which he had frequently
been troubled.. Friday he ras not xe1l and renaine<i at his hotel all day. In
the evening he feit rauch better and went out for a walk, believing that the ex-
ercise woul6 d.o hin gooC. Betreen tro and three o'clock Saturday norning I'Irs.
Gastman xas arakened. by the illness of her husband and. at oace su.'nnoned a
physician, but d.eath cane before nedical aid. arrlved. A reakend heart hastened
the death.

E. A. Gastnan is survived by his wife and tro d-aughters, Illrs. Loulse Goben

of Carlyle, Illinois and !Irs. Elizabeth Porell of Seattle, 'dashington.

HAD CLOSED HIS LIFE'S '*ORK

Last sprlng lrlr. Gastnan tend.ered hls resignation as superi-ntendent of the
public sehools. Before he left for his vaeatlon trip he ras busy eompletlng
h1s reports to the state superintend,ent and so far as nas possible up to that
tine, completed. the Hlgh School year book. Thus it appears that practieally at
the tine that he had finished. hls uork in the schools he should 1ay dorm the
burden of llfe.
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f'ew nea have enjoyed more extensive acquaintance j-n Decatur than d.id
E. A. Gastman. That ras made possible by hls life time of rork ln the
public schools of thls city, where for forty-seven years he was a teaeher
and for forty-flve ]rear€ of that tiae he Has superlntendent. Recently the
statement was made that so far as ras i<norn there was only a single case
rhere any man had served ccntlnuously longer than }tr. Gastman had. served.
ln that lnsltlon.

HlS I{ISTORT THAT OF'OUR SCHOOTS

Iihen he cane to Decatur there $as a slngle school bulId.lng. That was
later lmown as the Church Street Schocl and upon that site now stands a
new, mcdern structure knonn as the E. A. Gastnan school. In 1850, rhen
Mr. Gastman began there as a teaeher in the thlrd. grad.e, there were but
four roons in the bulId.ing. That ras afterrard enlarged, but before hls
d.eath the enlarged bulIdlng had reached. the point where lt had to be torn
away to make roon for the more conirodious structure that ls the d.ead. mants
monument.

TLrus he had li.red to see the school system of -.his city greir from one
building of four rooms, to eleven buildings, the greater portion of then
having eight rooms and. this fa11 there will be opened. another grad"e school
bulIding, and in addition there is the high school bulld1ng.

As the systen grew ln the nunber of build.lngs required,, as it grer in
the advantages offered the pupils and today the schools of Decatur hold
high rank ln the publle sehools of the statel

HIS SPIR]T DEVELOPED THIIM

Huch of the developnent of the system was due to the personal nork of
Mr. Ga.stman. He ras progressive ali+ays. He was al*ays in elose toueh rith
the teachers of the schools. He knew the d.eta11s of the work and ras in
synpathy si+-h the spirit that proni.sed. something better for the pupils.
Hi-s enthusi-asn xas an i-nspi-.ration to the teachers and that enthusiasn in
h1s rork aever flagged. I{that he was ever youthful an<1 rhatever else was
sald. of E. A. Gastnan it never Has sald. that he failed. to keep abreast of
the tines in his school ideals, and so far as was possible the sehools nere
cond.ueted accord.lng to what he believed to be the ldeal, but alray{fron the
nature of things that could. only be far from the mark that he would have.
His elose assoelation rith the board of educatlon, practically being a prt
of that bod.y, gave to him what sonne teachers laek, an intimate knowled.ge of
the limitatlons lmposed by the lack of funds, by the linlts of taxatlon.

A few days before the last conrnencement when Mr. Gastnan was talking
to some acqualntances about hts retlrement from the sehools, hls lntinate
relatlon with the boanl Has cofimented. upon. Hr. Gastman then said that d.urlng
hls term as Superintend.ent he had always acted. as clerk of the board that
during his service ln that eapaeity he had issued warrants for nearly two
mi11lon dollars. Durlng all of that time he did all of the bookkeeping for
the school accounts.
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R4-USED INCREASED SALA11Y

),:ring the n"-ay y3ars that E. A. Gastman served as Superlntendent ln
Deca;::r, he has cal-is to other places. $ome tempted. hin to resign. Once

he ccuid have gcne':o'r,he state norual at Carbond"ale, but the board of ed.u-
eatlon lnd.ueed. b.in -,c decllne. fn return for that eoncesslon they offered.
hira an iacreased sal-e=y. Mr. Gastman d.eclined. the lncrease tendered hin.
Severai tlnes ri-uhin ihe last ten years Mr. Gastman preferred to reslgn aad

speni ris renaining years in qulet but eaeh tlne that he suggested. it the
nepb=:s of the coa.rd. a-sked hlm to reconstd-er his determlnatlon.

i,:.s-t, fail he nale ]une positlve announeement that he xould not be conneet-
ed. ni--n the schools aeo'Lher year. Hhat little tlme he said. was yet his on
earth ha xoul-i spend in the enjoyment of qulet.

I{IS FAME }IAS NATIONAL

Er. Gastnan enjoyed an extensive acquaintance throughout the state and. na-
tion as an eCuea'r,or. i{e xas a nember of the state board. of ed.ucation for nearly
foriy years and for a long time was presld.ent of that board., r+hictr nanages the
affai-rs of the state noraal unlverslty. last June he sought to resign that
posi tion, but his resignation lias decllned.

It ras rhile plea"d,ing ti:e cause of another that Mr. Gastnan won a place
for hinself on that board.. The aIumnl assoeiation of the normal d.elegated.
Mr. Gastnan to appear before Governor Palrner and ask that a member of thelr
association be named as a nember of the state board. of educatlon. Mr. Gast-
man suggested several persons r*ho nould. be acceptable to the assoclation,
but had. no thought of the place hinsel-f. Uhen the Governor made the appolnt-
nent E. A. Gastman ras surprised to learn that he had been chosen for the
plaee. Continuously slnce that tlme Mr. Gastman has been a meuber of the
board.

ACTIYE II{ STATE ME6TI$GS

FIr. Gastma^n nas sald to have attend.ed" nore meetings of the state teaeh-
ers' assoclation than any one now living. Since l-856 he had been a member

of that organlzation, whicb he had served. in several offlclal capaeitles. He

lras one of the pioneers in the state teaehersr read.ing eLrcle and. lt was d,ue

to his work ln that organlzation in an early d.ay that nuch of lts Stopularlty
and- success was d.ue. Hr. Gastman Has a menber of the board. of d.irectors in
the Nattonal Ed-ucation Associatlon and one of the active nen in the board..

Uhen the conmencernent exerclses were he1d" ln Decatur last June Mr. Gast-
man mad,e his public farewell as Superintend-ent of the school system. At that
tine he sald. that he had given the best years of hls life to the serviee
rhich began when he was t$enty-six and end"ed nor when he was seventy-five
years of age. Durlng hls service as superintend-ent there had. been graduated.
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frou the Deca-Lur high schools 1r4f8 pupils. At that tlme Mr. Gastman fornally
introduced hls sueeessor, H. B. t'liIson.

fn token of their appreciaiion of his efforts in behalf of the sehools,
the flrst neek ln June the teachers of lhe public schools gave Mr. Gastnan a
reeeptlon at the school building rihieh bears his nane.

l.lATIY, 0F Nsl'i YoRK CITI

E. A. Gastman ras a native of Nex York City, where he was born June IJ,
1834, and. when he was four years of age his lnrents removed to l11inois. They
were a trart of i*hat was then knoi+n as the Hudson colony, a large party of
rhleh cane from the east and settled in Mclean County in and about the place
xhere the vlllage of Hudson is nor located. There on a prairie farm his boy-
hood. d.ays Here spent.

Hls experience r*as the experience of all of the sons of pioneers. H1s

opportunltles and ad.vantages were few. He had- no opportunity to 5o to school
until he was eleven years old. and then for only a few months each year. But
he read" much, at least for those tines, for books l,rere scarce. He read all
that he eould get hold of. But he had no thought of any life exeept that of a

farner.

l{hen he }ras a young man an accident crippled him so that he feared that
he could. never do the heavy work required on the farm in those d-ays and. he
turned his attentlon to ttre autie= of " school naster. The aecid.ent occurred 

awhen he was splLtting ral)-s. A nlsdlreeted. blow of the ax struck his ankie and
caused a xound. which for a tine threatened his 1lfe. He nas always sonewhat
lane because of that accident, but soon after lt occurred. he ras badly laped.
He felt that he ras eompelled to teach. Then he profltted by his devotion ',.o

books.

SECURffi ruiTST SCHOOL

Uhen he was twenty years of age he secured" his first school, That ras in
Cheney's Grove, near rhat is nor the village of Saybrook. fhere he taught, three
months in a 1og house. He alrays said. that his effort as a school teacher Has a
fallure. He felt it beeause he was not lnvited to take the sehool for ano',her
tern and. he was not certain that he r+oul-d have accepted- the invltation if it
had been extend.ed.. Then he attend,ed. the Hesleyan university for a t'enn aad

later went to Eureka co1lege. Then the state nornal school ras opened in 1E57
anii he nas the first pupil- enro1led and from that institution he sas graduated
in 1850. That fall he cane to Deeatur and began his work in the public schools.
He uas first a teacher ln the thlrd grad.e. For two years he held that lnsition
and. ttren he became Superintend-ent. !{hen the high school ras organized he xas
nade pr5-ncipal and held" both positl-ons untlI 1870, rhen the positlon of lrinci-
pa1 ras nad.e an lndlvldual one and he continued as Superintendent until his
retirement l-ast spring.
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HIS FA}ITII LITE

E. A. Gastnan was narried to tr'rances A. Peterson in 11862, They had

been school mates at Normal. She d.ied- in less than a year after their
marriage and in 1854 ne married l{lss Carollne s' Sargent of Clearnont'
N. H. To +,his union rere bOrn five chlld-ren, of whom two surviYe, HIS.

Goben and Mrs. Powe1l. Mrs. Gastnan d-ied. in April, 1904, and- on christ-
mas d.ay, L9A5, he ras urarried at Bloonlngton to [4iss Be1le -S. Hobbs, rho

survives him. Also he i-s survived by George Gastman, a brother' living
in Mclean county, but he is 1n feeble health and- the expectation is that
he will be unable to attend. the funeral ln this city.

Mr. Gastman,s recreation was gardening and. farming. His deiight xas

working in the gard-en with hls florers and. his vegetables. He was fond of
bees and at one tine was natlonally consid-ered an authorlty on that sub-
ject,

LIFE -ri0RK HAS FEr!{ PARALTEI,S

The record. of a life work of E. A. Gastnan stands almost without a

para]lel in the history of the countryt Forty-five years as the head' of
the educai;iona1 systern l-n a city the iize of Decatur ls short of marvelous'

Hhen he eane to rltire i-t ras a voluntary act on his trnrt. There nas to
hin no intlnation that he had- outlived his usefulness ln that posltion'
So nuch had. the nelnbe 's of the board. of education grom to d"epend' upon hln
that they would have preferred hln to remain'


