REPORT OF BOARD OF DIREQTORS, |

The Thirty-fifth annuai report of the Board of Directors of the
apiie Library of' the City of Decatur, Illinois

To the Mayor and @ity Couneil:

qentlemens

Herewith we submit the annual report of the librarian of the
pestur Public Library, together with 2 statement of the receipts and
jsursenents during the year ending May 31, 1910.

e are pleased to report that there is a constantly growing in-
rerest of the publie in good books. Ve have continued our poliecy of
pranch libraries at three of the ward schools viz: Durfee, Roach, and
Jackson street. By this means many.,children who are not sceessible
to the 1ibrery building can have books. This has stimulated a greater
interest emong the people in these locelities,

It is gratifying to report that the number of books in the library
has passed the 30,000 mark,

This Board has been greatly pleased at the interest taken in
lecatur's great store house of knowledge by the lMayor and Council.

' should welcome any member of your body at the meetings of this Board
©ld et the library building at 4:30 p.m. on the last Thursday of each
mth, Ve degire tO eXpress our special.appreciation of a pleasant

st by Mayor Borechers at the April meeting of this Board.

Respectfully submitted,
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

To the Board of Directors, Decatur Free Public Library:

Herewith is submitted the thirty-rifth annual report of the
{hrary for the year ending May 31, 1910.

tThe Library has with this year passed the 30,000
i OV 8 total of 30,p50 volumes,

volume point, hav-

This number of books, together with a
gjrculﬁtion of over 100,000 volumes a year seems to place us in the class
gith larger libraries, The total number of additions was 2,007, and 614
olunes were withdrawn, leaving the net accessions {,98% of this

wunber 1,482 were added by purchase, 182 by gift, 340 by bindery?ig books
ere found which were previously missing. The purchases included 777

e books, 610 renewals and 95 added to the school collection, Of those

rithdrewn 586 were worn out, and 28 missing at inventory.

Among the important additions are the following:

American book prices current, 1909.
American school of correspondence- Cyclopedia of textile work. 7v.

Brereton- Life of Henry Irving. 2Ve

Cambridge modern history. Ve6o

Catholic encyclopedia. TV

Dyer= Compendium of the war of the rebellion.
Ferrero= Greatness and decline of Rome, S5v.

Greenshields-  Landscape painting and modern Dutch artists.
Jewish encyclopedia. 12v, o

New international encyclopedia, 1908.

Rand, McNally & Co.-  Indexed atlas of the world. 2v.
Beade, Charles- Works. 12v.

Sloane- Life of Napoleon Bonaparte. 4av,

Swedenborg- Works. 19v. .
U.,S.~ Census, Bureau of the- Heads of families at the first

census of the United States, 1790. 12 pts.

Circulating Department.

The total registration for the year was 1,743; 1,184 cards were
Sued to adults and 559 to children. The total number of cards now in
fO?Ge is 6,852, seventy-four cards were issued to non-residents.

The number of books loaned for home use from the main department

" 66,716 and from the children's room 37,609, making a total circulation
in the
" 104,325, In sadition the circulation of the school libraries in

Dnr-ree, Roach and Jackson street schools was_'6,092. This makes the total

' off the honors in cir-
Gl1“3'111.-;-.’4101:1 110,417« This year, January carried

“ation both as to month and days 10,936 books for the month, and 791 on

ds show bdt.h the smallest month,
e largest day; while Sept.e_mber recor how 1

1ibrary was open 305 days.
7’255, and the smallest day, 117. The
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Children's Department.

S Tove STy VOIUEGS loaded in the children's room,
sse Were non=fiction,

The usual bulletins and lists have been posted for

10,

367 pictures were loaned to the schools,

915 of

special holidays

The popular books of the year in this department weres

Alcott- Little women.

Alcott- Under the lilacs.

Baldw?n— Fifty famous stories.

Baldwin- Thirty more famous stories.
Beard- What to do and how to do it.
Church- Story of the Iliad,

Clemens- Tom Sawyer., .
Dodge- Hans Brinker.

Dodgson- Alice's adventures in wonderland.
Dopp- Tree dwellers.,

Franklin- Autobiography.

Johnston- Mary Ware.

Kaler- Toby Tyler.

Kipling- Captains courageous,

La Rame- Nirnberg stove.

Montgomery- Anne of Avonlea.

Paine- Hollow tree and deep woods book.,
Pier- Harding of St. Timothp's.
Riggs- Birds' Christmas carol.

Riggs- New chronicles of Rebecca.

Robin Hood stories.
Seton- Lobo, Rag, and Vixen.
Stevenson- Treasure island.

Reference Department.

It is difficult to give any statistics which will accurately

rk done in the reference department.

show the

No record is kept of the number

f visitors, but during the year 5,466 wolumes were brought from the

ftack to this room, for reference use,

len reserved for study clubs, debating societies, etc.

Books on special subjects have

Special lists

' references for clubs, students, and other individuals have been pre-

Mred ag usual; the following are the most important lists:
Abolition of the feudal system in England.
bama claims.
ﬁ%%itude of the middle ages toward Virgil.
Caribs of Central America.
Chicago artists 2f today.
Connecticut charter. o iashlse
s and colleges of Nor .
E:E%gnghggggi of royal touch during Queen Anne's reign.
i ds.
%ngi%?c;{rgﬁgg:ionsin France at the present time,
Pgesent colonial ppssessions of Holland.
Present statiye of the home.

dults.
tion system for a
i:gEZmation of the Zuyder Zee.

Southern mounta.n people.ing from a sociological standpoint.

art of paint

study.
L Og‘gggiguiz ?ood 1aws and the use of harmless
0 (-]
Vgiﬁiterants to the housewife
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Reading Room.

The reading room has been well patronized during the year. No exact
qmnt can be kept of the visitors through the week, but the total number

f sunday visitors was 1,883,- 827 men, 563 women, and 493 children,

There are 210 periodicals and newspapers on file in the reading

oy 129 are subscribed for and 81 are gifts. The following are the

g1 sbscriptions for the year:

Biblical world,
Bibliotheca saera.
Bulletin of photography,
Edinburgh review,
School arts book,
Spirit of missions.
Yale review.

Cataloging Department.

The number of new books classified, cataloged, shelf-listed and pre-
pared for circulation was 1,395, This included 95 books which were added
to the school collection,

The total number of cards added to the catalog was 4,324,- Of these
1,635 were printed cards from the Library of Congress and 1,265 were
iype=¥ritten for the main catalog. The children's cataloénad 574 cards
tded for new books, and 850 cards were re-written because of their soiled
md worn appearance, and the trays were fitted out with new guides. Judg- '
ing by this it would seem that the boys and girls of to-day know how to
ise some library tools.

Additions to the reference, series, and continuation cards already in
ﬂm<m¢alog made necessary the removal and refiling of 1,214. Hundreds
' government serials have been received, checked, classified, and filed
"th the bound volumes of public documents. Many monographs in pamphlet

"'} haye been put in Gaylord binders, accessioned and otherwise treated

% books .

gsehool Libraries.

The ecollection of school duplicates now consists of 386 volumes.

Mese were givided between IWO schools,- The Durfee and Jackson street,
e ,

M sent to th in October The Jackson street school was obliged to
ent to them ber.

tlve its library in March because the room used for this purpose was
up its rar :

the Roach
i1 this library was gsent to
"Seded for school purposes. IR Apr

92.
n the schools was 6,0
Sehool. The total circulation i
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Exhibits,

The annual drawing and manual training exhibit of the publiec schools

eld in the Librar
s h y from June 24 through‘the S5th, Beginning September

th the S8chool Art League had an exhibit which lasted through Sunday

sirnoon, October 3d.  This exhibit consisted of pictures from an art

4y, 8150 photographs by local photographers,
The best exhibit of the year was that held November 13th to 218t

o iire Sylvester's paintings were shown and some of the work of Miss

niselle Durfee, sculptor. There was also a reception one evening to

he nembers of the Municipal Art League, at which the guests had the pleasure

f hearing Mr. Sylvester read from his poenms,

Staff.

One change follows another in the children's room. Miss Anne Boyd
mo was children's librarian for ten months resigned to acecept the position
f librarian at the James Millikin university. Miss Clara Hunt, of the
ublic library of Clinton, Ill. was appointed to the place and assumed her
juties March 1st. Miss Florence McNeil, head of the loan department
ves granted a four- months' leave-of-absence beginning May 1, and has gone
o Oregon, Miss Mollie Hitchcockswho took the apprentice course in March
and April yFas sdded to the staff during Miss McNeil's absence.

Miss Dorothy Kautz, of Moweaqua, was given the apprentice training
in our 1ibrary for three months, as a preparation for entering library
sthool this fall,

For four years our library has cooperated with the University of
llinois Library School by taking one of the senior students into our
library for a month's practical experience. As in previous years the

“udent was with wus in February, and as this is one of our busiest months

the got much practical work in all departments, and we found Miss Margaretl

04, one of the best if not the best " pjeld-worker" yet sent us.
»
as last year, were held every two weeks for the

Staff meetings,

Yscussion of library topics, and mueh interest is manifested. The staff

e ang g11 have shown earnestness in their work and loyalty to the

N3t itution.
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APPENDIX,

Contents of 1 ibrary.

me Ls 1909-= Dooks on hand

L I
— —
St e D — — . — — [Eq——
— —— et — i ——

28,857
pdditions:

By purchasse (Kew) ____________________
:: : (renewal e vk

o D e o —— . — —
e - ———

i school eollection) —eee—oee—o——____ 630
" QONation —mme— oo TTTTTTTTmmmee 5 ‘
f PINAOPY = mimmo s e ot Tmmes 182
q books found (miSSing previOus to May Z1. 19003 - . 340
¥ Bl 1909} sei .o
Losses: Total added w——wwe= 2007 I
Forn out and wWithdrawn —eeee e e oo oo
Lost and paid fOr —————
Lost and Not Paid FOP ——mmemem e oo
Unaccounted for in inventory —e—eeecm e
Total 10SS ==——e—- 614
sy 31, 1910- Dooks on hand —---- ——————— - e — = ————— 30,250
Accessions according to Classification.
1909 =—--= 1910
No.vols.in Additions Withdrawals No.vols.in Per
Lib'y June (new and (worn out Lib'y May cent
1, 1909 renewal) and 31,1910 '
missing)
teneral works 2759 190 7 2942 9,72
Pilosophy 422 19 0 441 1.46
ligion 909 77 10 976 3,22
Sociology 2496 144 8 2632 8,70
hilology 93 '3 1 95 81
latural seience 1486 89 3 1572 5.20
Useful arts 1516 124 2 1638 5.42
Fine arts 1121 123 11 1233 4.08
Literature 2968 153 49 3072 10,16
Iravel 1665 52 13 1704  5.60
Hography 1990 - 45 ) 2026 6.70
Hstopy 2042 85 13 2114 6 4
Hetion 8333 790 484 8639 23.28
freign books 67 15 0 Ggg e
ledical books 698 0 0 i 1.28
%thool coll. 292 98 & | .
Totay 28857 2007 614 30250

‘.Divi_.sion of Classes.

"ol ating bks. 16803 835 227 17409
"lgpents bks. 4201 578 1 1400
erence bks. 1573 96 : L
g period. 2902 267 4 sage
16 doas. 2388 138 - e
sioal books 4 98 4 386
School eoll., 292

614 30250
Totay 28857 2007




June,
General WOrks 23
Philosophy 60
Religion 36
Sociology 43
Philology 1
Naturel science 65
Useful arts 49
Fine arts 96
Literature 276
Travel 45
Biography b2
History 90
Fiction S711
Foreign books 6
Magazines 281
Totals 4824
Days open . 26
Daily average 186
Largest day 322
Smallest day 98

Total number of books issued during the year 1909-1910

-

July.

18
80
49
55

51
82
98
204
67
54
78
4195

341
5383

26
207
368
105

Aug.

15
61
32
52
1
42
68
95
261
51
43
68
3965
8
246

5012

26
193
373

9%

Sept.

16
53
46
59
3
46
82
85
308
86
39
124
3775
7
297

5026

25
201
396

75

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
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¢irculation by Classes.

Oet.

27
55
76
61

45
105
137
407
113

85
145

4091
3
302

5652

26
2Ll
447
119

Nov.

33
77
63
86
1
49
145
142
491
81
72
171
4330
7
317

6065

25
243
471
157

Dec.

31
51
60
82
4
42
113
122
419
64
76
128
3863
15
331

5401

26
208
392
120

D o — ) it "

(Adult)
Jan., Feb,
29 15
65 46
101 57
106 109

3 o
70 64
123 121
167 154
396 388
122 118
119 104
178 186
4602 42056
15 18
280 294
6476 5882
25 22
259 267
482 487
152 126
110,417

Mar.

22
51
71
93

59
116
133
3853
109
133
198

4333

13

332

8022

27
223
408
143

Apr.

21
65
&5
86

59
92
158
430
128
100
150
4113

290

5761

26
222
391
116

May. Totals.
18 268
65 729
57 703
85 917

8 41
64 646
96 1192

114 1501

341 4274

108 1096
85 962

123 1639

3740 48923
19 125
289 3700
5212 66716

25 305

208 219

318

129

(Adlult, Juvenile and School).

Per
cent .

040
1.09
1.05
1.37

.06

097
1.79
2.25
6.41
1.64
1.44
2.46
7333
«19
5.55

Books
loaned
in
Room

1386
68
136
303
7
137
156
191
799
155
174
844
382
17
586

5341



General works
Philosophy
Religieon
Sociology
Philology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction
Magazines

Total

Days open
Daily average
Largest day
Smallest day

June.
28

36
62

76
27
65
202
121
37
76
2138
12

- 2888

26
111
173

56

- Julys

28

29
51

65
23
70
169
125
31
83
2199
14

28956

26
p o g !
169

54

Aug.
16

25
61

56
19
71
148
107
39
63
2002
14

2628

26
101
149

39

Circulation by ClassesS.

Sept.

15
2
38
58
7
66
26
62
142
101
37
74
1589
13

2229

25
89
157

Oct.

15
2
52
85
12
95
16
74
216
149
78
175
2140
7

3113

26
120
195

85

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

Nov.

32
1
57
89
14
106
34
92
295
197
101
232
2688
13

3951

26
158
268

73

Dec.
28

53
77
13
93
21
56
249
137
60
134
2105
19

3043

26
1LY
206

66

APPENDIX.

(Juvenile)
Jan. Feb.
20 40
5 1
52 49
98 80
12 ]
114 81
22 16
70 64
251 213
167 204
77 97
176 197
2514 2306
28 19
2609 33269
25 22
144 153
309 279
51 71

Mar.
36

47
90
il
94
23
79
261
146
72
148
2463
28

3498

27
129
210

Vi

Apr.
37

35
96

97
29
64
222
150
65
117
2426

3352

26
129
220

56

May.
43

39
92

i
33
7%
203
148
68
119

2125

3034

25
122
229

72

Totals,

341
12
o512
939
107
1019
288
839
2671
1752
759
1594
26694
182

37609

305
123

Per

cent.

091
003
1,36
247
«29
2.71
77
2e23
6.84
4.66
2.02
4.24
70.99
+48

Books

loaned

in
room.

125
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APPENDIX.

School Circulation.

Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar, Apr, May. Totals

Religion 66 47 18 44 41 18 31 27 292
Sociology 169 151 82 126 114 56 73 54 825

Philology 1 1

Natural science 139 88 47 78 105 35 54 26 572

Useful arts 7 2 4 2 10 o od 1 31

Fine arts 16 12 6 5 10 7 3 11 70

Literature 86 a7 52 59 69 27 48 23 46

Travel 169 87 24 79 115 27 51 33 565 ©
Biography 49 39 24 19 30 17 17 27 2 >

History 85 69 43 57 83 48 30 17 .

Fiction 556 472 258 382 383 193 218 139 2;”3 "f

Total 1342 1064 558 851 960 431 527 358 6092
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APPENDIX,

Circulating,DQpartment.

Registration. ' i
poer Of cards issued during the year Main dept. 1184
Children's room 559 Lt
mper of cards expired during the year Main dept. 1071
Children's room 510
tel number of cards in force June 1, 1910 eeme—e——oooo_____ 6852

Notices sent.

Delinquent postals -- 2224 Reserve postals -- 787

Binding and Repair,

Books newly bound e=we-e—cmcmmmeeo 340 i |
Books rebound —-eeee e 111; |
Books repaired in library ——-——-wee-- ATk
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~APPENDIX,

Donors.

itiono
Nmﬂcmalibrary association
publisnmg board.,
yperican Swedenborg printing co,
yherst college.
oneel to reason.

ArmOurinst.itute‘of technology.
Mwﬂﬂdon for international
oneiliation.
wistion of 1ife insurance

M sifents.

g;ﬂmion of medical librarians,
Mmm(lll.) public library.
ngtist church.

Bernss, Lynn.

gelleville (I11,) public library,
Betheny echo.

Bl&ke, Gndﬁi 1

Blue Houn eader,

graddock (Pa.) Carnegie free
1ibrary.

gradford (Pa.) Carnegie public 1i-
brary.

Brooklyn institute of arts and
sciences.

Brooklyn (N.Y,) public library.
Bryn Mawr college.

Bureau of railway news and
statistics,
Burlington (Ia.) free public
library,

hrrows, Maud.

(erus, Paul,

(hicago public library.

(hicago university.

(hristian woman's board of missions.
(leveland public library.

look, Thomas & son.

lormell university.

levenport (Ia.) public library.
Wton (.) publiec library and
Wseun,

ltatur Board of education.
koatur herald.

“etur 1abor world.

“atur preview.

D“MTtpublic 1librarye.

E”@% Mrs. George. )

%t St, Louis public library.
%DWOPth league.
Ezie (Pa,) public 1library.
Evanston drama club.

Faanston public library.
Firnsworth, Eo C.

Fmtchurch of Christ scientists.
Griedwald, Dr.

Gﬂ%mng (I11.) public library.
ner, s, E.

G:;llette, Ks B

.4 Rapids public library.
HPiSWQld’ S. M,

1T8S & Essick,
hyoton, Nellie.
lrtord (Gt.) public librarye.
He?’*‘-?d university. i
o ohe (Mont.) public librarye
Tald of the cross.

Horsburg, James.
Illinois college.
I11inois high school

conf
Committee of the. el
Il1linois state government.
Il1linois

state historical library.

I1linois state normal university,

Normal,

Illinqis state university.
I1lluminating engineer.
Independent, Kansas City.
Indiana public library commission
Iowa library commission. 3
James Millikin university.
Jersey City free public library,
Johns Hopkins university,
Joliet (I1l.) public library.
Lake Mohonk conference of friends
of the Indien,
Lake Mohonk conference off inter-
national arbitration.
Lincoln library, Springfield, I1l1.
Lovington reporter.
Lutheran.
MeClurg,A.C. & co,
Minneapolis park commissioners,
Board of.
Minneapolis public library.
Modern American.
Moffat, R. D.
Moore, J. H.
Mount Holyoke college.,
Mystic worker .
National farmsr,
National prohibitionist.
New-church league.
New York state education dept.
New York state library.
Northern Pacific railwaye.
Northwestern university.
Omaha (Neb.) public library.
Pahmeyer, Mrs. Laure.
Pennsylvania prison society.
Peoria public library.
Philadelphia free library.
Philadelphia McKinley memorial
association.
Phillips Exeter academy.
Pittsburgh Carnegie institute.
Pittsburgh Carnegie library. )
Portland (Ore.) library associatlon.
Practical engineer.
Pratt institute free 1§brayy.
Providence (R.I.) public library.
Public service.
Raymond, G. Lo
Reisingeg, Hg%oions
eview of rellg .
%ockford (111) public library.
Rosenberg library, Galveston, TeX.
st. Joseph (Mo.) public library.
st, Lomis mercantile library.
St. Louis pu?lic 1ibr;§g. o
Mass. ublic rarye.
giie?-rgmisco gity health commission.
11lin eSS
gg?intong(ga-) public library.
Scribner, Charles Seribner's sons.
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APPENDIX,

Donors.

Sedalia (Mo.) Ppubli 11
Shaffer, Mrs, g. T.c E

Shaw, J, B

Shelbyvilile (I11.) free

Shlaudeman, Frank,
Smith college,
Spalding, A. G. & Bros.

Springfield (Mass,) city library.

Stephenson publie library,
Marinette, Mich,

Syracuse (N.Y.) public library.
Thomas Crane public library,
Quincy, Mass.

Towle manufacturing co,

Uncle Remus's home magazine,

United States brewers? association.

United States government.

Van Hook, Weller.,

Warner & Swasey co,

Warran county (I1l.) library.

Warrensburg times.

Wayne, Mrs, W. J.

Western empire.

Western reserve university,

Wisconsin civil service commission.

Wisconsin free library commission.

Yale universitye.

W. C. T. U,

publiec library,
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PERIODICALS

# indicates donated,

polohe booklist.
* ipeny medical annals,
| Mﬂbition.
jpericen field.
merican historical review.
merican homes and gardens.,

perican journal of sociology. B
jperican 39urnal of theology.
*American library association.
‘Bulletino
jperican magazine., »
perican medicine.,
perican monthly magazine,
perican monthly review of reviews,
jmals of the American academy of »
plitical and social science.
s jppeal to reason,
jrehitectural record,
 atlenta (Ga.) constitution,
Atlantic monthly. »
s jurora, I1l.~- Public library.
Library guide. 3
s Bethany echo,
Biblical world. #
Bibliotheca sacra. »®

Bird lore.
Blackwood's Edinburgh magazine,

# Blue Mound leader.,

# Book buyer.

Book review digest.

. Bookman,

' Boston transcript.

iBrooklyn- Public library.
Bulletin,

% Brooklyn institute of arts and
sciences. Museum NEews,
Building age.

Bulletin of photography.
lenadian magazine.
Cassell’s 1little folks.

- (essier's magazine.

- Catholic world.
lentury magazines

*Chicago- Public library.
B‘U.lletin.
thicago record-herald.
(hicago tribune.

Children's magazine.
Chautanquan.

*Christian seience journal.

. Uristian science monitor,
Uhristian seience sentinel.
Collierts,

*%mmmporary review.
look's American traveller's
Bazette,

Cosmopolitan.

lountpy 1ife in America.
(raftsman.

Unulative book indexXe.

y prrent literature.

) Decatur herald.

s ocatur labor worlde.

- Scatur review.
®lineator.,

Dial,

Mindupgh review  (N.Y- ed.)

Wk

. %

L

* ®

Education,

Educational review.,
Electrical world,
Elementary school teacher,
Engineering magazine.
Epworth herald,
Everybody's magazine.,
Forest and stream,
Fortnightly review.

Forum,

Galesburg, 111,-
Bulletin,

(Die) gartenlaube.
Good housekeeping.
Grand Rapids, #ich.-
Bulletin,

Harper's bazar,

Harper's monthly magazine,

Harper's weekly,

Public library,

Public library,

Hartford, Ct.- Public library,
Bulletin,

Helena, Mont.- Public library.
Bulletin,

Herald of the cross.

(Der) herold der Christian science.

House beautiful,

Ice and refrigeration,

I1luminating engineer,

Illustrated London news,

Independent, (N.Y.)

Independent, (Kansas City)
Indiana- Public library commission.
Library occurrent.

Indianapolis medical journal,

International studio.

Iowa- Library Gommission.
Quarterly.

James Millikin university.
Bulletin,

Jersey City public library.

Library record,

Joliet, I1l.- Public library.
Bulletin.

Journal of American folk-lore.
Journal of political economy.
Judge.

Kansas City medical index-~lancet.
Kindergarten-primary magazine.
Ladies? home journal.

Leslie's weekly.
Librarye.

Library journal.
Library work,
Life,

Lincoln library,
Bulletin. .
Lippincott's monthly magazine.
Literary digest.

Little folks.

Living age.

Living church.,

Long Island medical journal.
Louisville courier journal.
Lovington reporters

Lutheran,

MeClure's magazine.

Manual trelining magazine.

Springfield, I1l.=-
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PERIODICALS,
\asters in art. )
reiico-pharmaceutical eritie Scientific American
|*Mgﬂd guide. * Scranton, Pa,- an supplement,

jssionary review of the worlq,

, jissionary tidings.

! Jotern American,
Mﬂweaq?a Nnews. .
Hﬂnsey 8 mag?.Zlne.

ical America.
fsicd
ypsiciane

*Mﬁﬁﬁ worker.,
N“?ﬁél farmer
YatLo °

*humal geographic magazine,

s qetional prohibitionist.

s jer-church league journal.
yer England magazine.
yor York times, (Sunday ed.)
fer York times Saturday review.
Jineteenth century.and after.
Jorth American review,

s (maha= Public 1ibrary.

Bulletin,

Outing.

Outlooké "
Overland monthly.

% Pennsylvania medical journal.

# Peoria,Ill.~ Public library
. Bulletin,

. Photographic times.
¢ Pittsburgh-Carnegie library.
| Monthly bulletin.

' Poet-lore.

Political science quarterly.
Popular science monthly.
#Prtland, Ore.- Library assoeia-
tion, Bulletin.
#ractical engineer.
*Plrat.t institute free library.
fonthly bulletin.
*Providence, ReI.~ Public library.
Quarterly bulletin.
 Rblic libraries.
‘Pblic service.
NbiiSher'S weekly.
CK,
Putnam's magazine.
Varterly journal of economics.
Riader's guide to periodical
iterature,
Re‘ﬁ;ew of religions.
4 revue,
*R%Q‘t{ford, I11- Public library.
Ulletin,
hSL&meph, Mo.- Free public
brary, Bulletin.

*Q-Lmﬂs globe-democrat.
£°Lmﬂs medical reviewe
%-Lwﬂs republice

y oy Vicholas.,

| ;*Pmu medical journal.
§€m,MASs.— public librarye.
Ulletin,

- Francigsco chronicle.

Eaturday evening poste.

S‘tllrda,y review, (London)

Sg}ﬁ?%‘ arts book.
90l review.
tlentific American.

ok sk ok

b\

ook

o

Publi
Bulletin., ¢ library,

Seribner's magazine,
Spea@er's magazine,
gpiylt of missions,
pringfield, Mass- (i

Bulletin. ? C ty 1ib1"ary.

Springfield (Mass.) weekl
republican, ) d

Sucecess magazine,
Sunday school times,

Surv Y.

Syracuse, N.Y.- i i
Bulletiﬁ. Public library,
System magazine,

Technical world,

Travel magazine,

Twentieth century magazine.

Uncle Remus's home magazine.

Union signal,

UsS.= Agriculture, Dept. of,
Crop reportar,

U.S.~ Congress,

Congressional
record.

U.Se.= Documents office. Monthly
catalogue of U.S. publiec
documents,

UsS,=~ Patent office, Official
gazette,

UesSe~ Weather bureau, Monthly
weather review,

U.Se.~ Weather bureau, Illinois

section of the climatological
service, Report,
Vogue,

Warren co. (Monmouth, I1l,) library.

Bulletin,
Warrensburg times,
Western empire.
Westminster review.

Eisconsin- Free library commission.

Bulletin.

Woman's home companion,
Woman's home missions.
World today.

World's chronicle.
World's work.

Yale review.

Youth's companion.



15

FINANCIAL, STATEMENT,

I herewith submit the following report of the financial con-

jition of the Publie Library for the year ending

RECEIPTS.

pron 8PPropriation

f

ft

balance on hand

fines

non-resident cards

reserve postals

lost and damaged books

¥unicipal art league for lights

money refunded on magazine

Total

EXPENDITURES,

salaries

books

periodicals

printing and supplies
binding

fuel

repairs

light

niscellaneous

balance on hand

May 31, 1910.

$8691,82
355.22
358,94
44.00
14.80
11.69
8400

«97

el Y e e ke B p——

$4212.68
1544.08
350,00
141.71
868.46
162.66
298.89
278,13
405,72
1223.11

R ———— e e b Ll

$9485.44

$9485.44
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wetur Public Library, together with a statement of the receipts and dis-

psenents during the year ending May 31, 1911.

The Public Library never was in a more satisfactory condition

wthe people of Decatur, The almost entire absence of complaints and the

2 patronage demonstrate this.

Little more than ordinary routine has been done during the past
’ interest
mre A few points of special ,may be mentioned-

-The plan of taking books to those remotely situated has been con-

imed. Branch libraries have been maintained in the following ward
is:hools- H. B. Durfee, Jasper and Jackson, and special privileges to
s Roach school. These have been under control of the principals of

!tha various schools. Many children have thus been given library privileges

izt would otherwise have been denied.

. The board of directors have taken advantage of the provision in the
unehise of the Decatur Railway and Light Company and had city heat in-
troduced in place of running our own plant. This change has saved much
lihor and has preserved the books from the dust and dirt incident to main-
taining heat in the building. At the reduced rate provided in the fran-
hise the cost will remain about the same.

| During the year the building has been put in good condition by eX-
tensive interior painting and renovating. The grounds have been im-

trees and
roved by placing ghrubbery where they were needed.

ear the .
At the end of ythe ,;Library is found to contaln 30,983 volumes,

D“T‘ing the past three years the board has made appropriations for the

i s of
Yarious purposes for which expenditures were to be made. By mean

- - f

thig the largest sum possible has been utilized for the purchase O
books and periodicals.

During the time named there has been a small surplus each year

i ibrar
from the fund produced by the two mill tax provided by law for 1 v
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

h
To the Board of Directors, Decatur Free Publiec Library:

Herew
°With is submitted the thirty-sixth annual report of the
ribrary for the year ending

May 21, 1911.
Contents anda Accessions,
During the past year there were added to the

1,414 were withdrawn,

ey 31, 1911,

Library 2,143 volumes,
making a total of 30,983 volumes in the Library

The volumes added by purchase included 999 new books,

585 renewals, and 140 for the school collection; 206 volumes were gifts,

end 213 were periodicals bound; 4 books were found during the year which

yere missing previously, Of the volumes withdrawn 641 were worn out

and 75 were unacecounted for in inventory. The lMedical library of 698

'mhmes, which had been a gift, was turned over to the Decatur lledical
| society.

Among the important additions may be mentioned:

Aiton's encyclopedia. 5v.

Appleton's new practiecal encyclopedia. 6v.
Cambridge history of English literature. 4v,
Catholie encyclopedis. )

Century dictionary supplement. 2V.

Evans- American bibliography. ‘VebBo

Faust- German element in the United States. 2v,
Grove- Dictionary of music and musicians. Sv.
Burton Holmesg- Travelogues. 3V.

National conference of cherities and correction.
Proceedings. 20v.
National cyclopedia of American biography: Supplement. v.1l.
National educational association. Journal of
proceedings, 1894-1910. 18v.
Rand, MeNally & co. Commercial atlas. 2v.
Stoddard- The Stoddard library. 12V,

Circulating Department.

The total registration for the year was 1814,- 1269 cards were
. lssued to adults and 545 to children. The number of non-resident cards
lssued wes 84. The total number of cards in force is 7,308.

The number of books loaned for home use from the main department
- Tog 65,383 and from the children's room 34,472, making a total circu-
letion of 99,8868. The library was oben 204 days. March was the largest
:‘mnﬂxwhen 9,737 books were jesued, end September the smallest with only
7,33% books, The largest day was Jenuary 11, with 7§2 books, and the

nallest December 22, with 113 books.



Popular Books for_gear in Main Circulating

Abbott-
Bacheller-
Barclay-
Barclay-
Beach-
Begbie-
Bosher-
Brunh am—
Churchill-
Clemens-
Forman-
Fox-
Herrick-
King-
Parrish-
Bhillips-
Porter-
Porter-
Porter=
Reed-=
Wright-
Wright-
Wright-

Dept.

Molly Make-Believe,

Keeping up with Lizzie,
Mistress of Shenstone,

The rosary.

Going some.

Twice born men.

Mary Cary.

Clever Betsy.

Modern chronicle.
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,
Bianca's daughter,

Trail of the lonesome pine.
Life for a life.

Wild olive.

My lady of the South.
Second generation,

At the foot of the rainbow.
Freckles,

Birl of the Limberlost.
Master of the vineyerd.
Calling of Dan Matthews.,
Shepherd of the hills,

That printer of Udells,
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Children's Department,

There ar :
© Now 4,573 volumes in the Children's room, and the shelves
e crowded almost to theip 1imit,

The circulation of books from this department was 34,472
?

s Of these
9,047 were non-fiction,

405 pictures were loaned to the schools,
retober 1, we began closing the children's room at 8 o'cloek because of
the ocurfew law,

Bulletins and lists of suggestive reading have been posted through-

out the year. Piectures displayed on the new scereen at the entrance of

the children's room have created much interest. The popular books in
this department were:

Adams- Harper's electricity book for boys.
Adams- Harper's outdoor book for boys.
Alcott- Little women.

Alcott- 0ld-fashioned girl.

Barbour- Captain Chub.

Baum- Magical monarch of Mo.

Clemens-

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Clemens- Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
Collins= Boys! book of model aeroplanes.
Grimmell- Jack, the young canoeman.
Hough- Story of a cowboy.

Hughes~ Tom Brown's school days.
Jacobs= Indian fairy tales.

Kipling- Captains courageous.
Montgomery- Anne of Green gables.,

Paine- Hollow tree and deep woods book.
Paine Hollow tree snowed-in book,
Pyrnelle~ Diddy Dumps and Tot.

St. Nicholas book of plays and operettas.
Scudder- Children's book.

Seton- Boy scouts of America.

Seton- Two little savages.,

Webster-  When Patty went to college.

Reference Department.

The ususl reference work with debaters, clubs, students, etc. has
been done,- 6,453 books Were brought from other departments for ref-
®rence use, Lists on the following subjects have been compiled.

Bibliography of English hilstory from the beginning of
the reign of King John to the death of Henry 8.

Bibliography of Roman history from the beginning
through the reign of the Caesars.

Books of interest on current szgt:} problems.,

ool interiordecora .

gg{g;eigtggg between t%gﬁco%munity and the school
t anized clubs, etc.
Digifug?tgr%elation to age, occupation, étc.
Development of the Northwest.

Education of Chinese women.

Flopence Nightingale.

Germsn system of education.
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Immigration:
Ame%ican geopiE? effect on the homogeneity of the
Lafecadio Hearn,
Literature of the Bible.,
godegg grama and dramatists.
re-cnakesperrean and
Public landg in the Un?ggﬁeggggggfn S
Public problems in American fiction
Scendinavian literature. |

Teaching temperance to children in th
: De e S
W. G Te Uo in Poselrn saiidr abbath school,

Reading Roon,

The reading room, as usual, has been one of the best patronized

| parts of the library. There are 220 periodicals and newspapers on

file, 139 of which are subseribed for and 81 donated. The following

have been added to the periodical list for 1911:

Child lore.

Editor.

Hampton's magazine,
Popular eleetricity.
Popular mechanics.
Science.,

Theatre magazine,
Die woche.

No exset count is kept of visitors through the week, but the total

nmber of Sunday visitors was 1476,- 723 men, 383 women, and 370 children.

Cataloging Department.

The number of new books classified, cataloged and otherwise pre=-
| pered for cireculation was 1,418. In addition to this 140 books were
edded to the school collection.
Books were worn out and replaced to the number of 585, 70 of these
E being in the school collectlion. The total number of cards added to the
| tatalog was 4,312, There were 1,156 cards removed from the catalog
for sgditions to continuation, series cards, ete, and 429 were rewritten
oring to their soiled condition.
The entire card catalog was shifted in order to make some more
room in the trays and 3,000 new guides were filed, The shelf ceards for

the entire class, Biography, were typewritten.

work with the schools8.

There are now 525 volumes in the school eollection,- all duplicates

f books in the main library. These libraries were sent this year te
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ine purfee, Jackson, and Jasper street schools

As the special colleetion
qas N0t large enough to

g0 around the Roach school was granted the use of

gonall lot of duplicates from the Ghildren's room

The eirculation
grough the schools was 7,560,

In order to help the teachers in the selection of books from the

pin 1library a copy of the "Children's catalog" issued by the H. W. Wilson
epnpany has been placed in esch of the grade schools, Our library has

post of the books listed in this catalog and will gradually edd the others.

The Library issued in January a pamphlet of 16 pages entitled "Books

peeful to teachers"., This is a 1list of books on education and allied

sibjects, and it was compiled by Miss Dill, the cataloger. Copies were
distributed to all the teachers..

Exhibitions.

The Drawing and Manual training exhibition of the high school began
ime 2 and lasted for a week., |

Beginning September 30 the Municipal Art League held an exhibition
0f the paintings of Mr. and ¥rs. Cameron and Mr. Clusmann, A painting

Yy ¥r., Roy Brown, formerly of Decatur, was loaned to the library for

feveral months.

Library meetings.

The librarisn attended the annual meeting of the American Library
essociation which was held at Maekinae Island, June 30- July 6, and in
l¢tober the librarian and cataloger attended the joint meeting of the

Tows and Illinois library associations, held in Davenport and Rock Island.

Building and Crounds.

The walls of the main floor of the Library have all been redecorated
- Qring the 1ast yesr, and the light fixtures were reburnished, both of
"ich have improved the appearance of the rooms very much. The Library
. Tag kept open during the process, except in the evening when it was im-
ssible to o so because of the lack of lights.
The Library has passed its first winter with city heat in the building

h ax-—-
"d hag found 1t a great convenience and comfort, besides giving the j

ltop more time for his other duties.
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A concrete wall was built between the Library yard and that of the

also one at the west line of the Library lot running
to the Te L. Evans Property,

guillerd building,

The librery lawn has been beautified by
ime planting of three trees,- two elms ang & horse chestnut,

and various
girubS e

ost of these are Placed at the rear of the lot.

Staff,
There have heen several changes on the staff during the year.

Miss

forence McNeil who was granted a four-months' leave~-of-absence remained

in the west, and has a position in the Portland library. Miss Vera Gher

vas appointed assistant at the loan desk, Miss May Coleman took the en-

trence examination and heas been doing apprenties work, and will do supply
vork during the summer.

lliss Grace Herrick, a senior from the Library School of the University
of I1linois, was in our Library doing "field work" for a month beginning

 Fsbruary 6. liss Herrick was very efficient end gave us good service

_dwring our busiest time of the year. We have been cooperating with the

lllinois Library school for five years in this way and have found it pro-

fitable to both the student and the Library.

Ye wish to acknowledge our indebtedness to the press of the city
for the space given in the papers to library matters,- book lists, book

Mviews, announcements, and items of general interest sbout the Library.

In closing up the year 1 wish to express my apprecistion to the

| Libr&rv Board for your interest in all the various problems we have had,
| W your hearty cooperation, and my pleasure in meeting with you as
Scretary for the past two years. I regret that under the Commission
lan, we must part with so large a number of members but hope that some

% you maey be returned to help carry on this importent work,

Respectfully submitted,

Librarian.
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APPENDIX.,

Contents of library,

jne Ly 1910- hooks on hang

-
h-—m-—-————————-———-——n
—

pdditions:
By purchase (new) wwe——o________
' g (renewal) T ggg
s " SChOOl 001lection) _________________ 140
e 5086
y DAnAeTY e 77T ommom—s 213
" books found (missing previous to May 31,191Q) ——- 4
Total added ——e-- 2147
Losses:
Vorn out and withdrewn —eemmeeeo o _______________ 607
Lost and paid fOr e 25
Lost and not paid FOr —mmmmmee 0
Medical 1ibYrary eee e 698
Unaccounted for in inventory —ceem e __ 75
Total 1088 —cew-. 1414
‘m 51, 1911~ hooks on hand e-eememe oo
Accessions according to Classification.
No.vols.in Additions Vithdrawals No.vols.in Per
Lib'y June (new and (worn out Lib'y May cent
1, 1910 renewal ) and 31,1911
missing)
teneral works 2942 120 2 3063 9.85
Philosophy 441 15 0 456 1.47
Religion 976 42 9 1009 Sene
Soeiology 2632 316 17 2931 g
Philology 96 3 1 98 5'55
ltural “science 1571 64 8 162; 5.58
Useful arts 1637 100 8 1322 4-"0
MNne aptg 1233 111 12 2221 g
Uterature 30773 193 45 i R
Irave) 1704 74 7 %’581 b
-giography 2026 g s %g 5192 707
Hgtop 2114 y
Fietioi 8639 735 500 88;2 28:%
Torsien pooks 82 2 g 0
ica] books 698 0 €9 ., 1.70
hool ¢011, 386 210 71
Division%—? Classes.
girculat,ing bks.177973 860 219 12%%
vldrents bke, 4400 582 409 -
Lierence bks. 1680 140 13 -
d period. %169 161 . o715
(e does. 2524 194 698 0
cleal pooks 698 0 o 525
ool go11, 386 210 1

983
Tot gy 20250 2147 1414 30

a.ﬂi

-y




General works
Philosophy
Religion
Sociology
Philology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Litsrature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction
Foreign books
Magazines

Totals

Days open
Daily average
Largest day
Smallest day

Total number of books issued during the year 1910-1911

June.

11
73
50
47

46
75
80
234
69
26
73
3611

287
4707

26
181
385
102

July.

16
K
55
50

35
94
106
187
37
40
67
3846

325
4947

25
198
285
112

Aug.

12
63
48
48
7
32
77
68
219
52
36
72
3799
8
319

4860

27
180
370
106

Circulation by Classes.

Septe.

18
78
81
42
5
60
93
83
275
65
43
142
3684
6
284

4959

25
198
419
139

Oct.

25
58
59
46

73
89
117
417
98
58
146
3987
15
377

5565

26
214
394
141

Nov.,

16
53
76
73
2
58
97
08
429
88
68
144
3817
13
354

5386

25
215
362
148

Dec.

18
40
84
82
1
70
89
105
373
89
86
95
3703
6
311

5152

24
215
415

78
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(Adult.)
Jan. Feb,
23 36
39 51
87 94
95 79
3 4
71 64
102 116
121 165
473 491
107 95
90 93
161 185
4737 4522
13 8
240 271
6462 6274
25 23
258 2793
545 519
133 174
107,415

Mar.,

21
50
82
107

66
96
182
504
85
95
164
4569

324

6329

27
234
449
138

( Adult, Juvenile and Sechool).

Apr.

15
54
73
82

86
64
107
464
116
85
164
4218

318
5853

25
234
472
123

May .

17
87
82

100

4
78
71

124

376
52
85
81

3485
4
243

4889

26
188
303
114

Totals

228
723
871
851
&0
739
1063
1326
4442
963
8056
1494
47978
107
3753

65383

304
215

Per
cent

035
1.10
1.33
1.30

.08
1.13
1.63
2.03

6.79
1.46
1.23
2.28
73038
.16
5.75

Books
loaned

in
Troom

1017
62
93

280

9
139
165
203

8587

288

470

1599

453
8

612

6255



General works
Philosophy
Religion
Sociology
Philology

Natural science

Useful arts
Pine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiection
Magazines

Total

Days open
Daily average
Largest day
Smallest day

June.

21

20
74

556
16
76
164
89
36
88
2058

2709

26
104
174

>4

July.
28

15
84
1
48
15
80
134
101
27
73
1965
16

2587

25
103
163

29

Aug.
25

25
69
10
49
24
Tl
119
69
33
68
1946
13

2531

27
94
139
64

Circulation by Classes.

Sept.
25

30
81
2
68
13
45
133
91
57
102
1703
24

2374

25
98
166
55

Oct.
26

33
120
8
102
18
68
227
107
ol
133
1989
29

2911

26
112
210

79
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Nov,

22
2
414
108
9
81
17
79
243
130
59
156
2102
23

3075

25
123
214

72

Dec,

39

36
102
6
65
12
72
216
107
42
92
1928
12

2729

24
114
208

35

(Juvenile.)
Jan, Feb.
27 31
5 ¥
51 49
125 1350
7 9
61 95
15 o0
80 67
201 245
135 150
62 87
136 158
2326 2265
12 29
3239 3342
25 29
130 145
261 253
58 81

Mar,
26

42
149

95
17
70
216
119
68
175
2388
39

3408

27
126
220

75

Apr.
19

36
132

112
23
67

187

109
65

136

2069
20

2981

25
119
235

65

May.
22

26
118

120
17
53

182
90
49

107

1786
13

2586

26
99
148
87

Totﬂ.ls ®

311
7
407
1292
€8
981
224
828
2267
1297
626
1424
24525
235

34472

304
113

Per
cent.

090
.02
1.19
3e78
«20
2476
«66
2440
6.58
3677
1.84
4.13
71.11
.69

Books
loaned
in
TO0M e

198
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Sehool Circulation.

Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Febe Mar. Apr. May. TotalS.
Religion 27 45 28 49 36 31 18 3 247
Sociology 87 136 127 145 126 93 97 23 834
Natural science 105 144 115 142 129 87 93 12 827
Useful arts 22 24 21 20 19 15 16 3 140
Fine arts 19 &t 14 11 15 11 17 4 108
Literature 63 100 106 97 83 69 76 7 601
Travel 53 141 76 106 112 63 69 9 628
Biography 40 44 35 38 36 19 29 3 244
History 30 79 59 84 63 50 53 9 427
Fiction 357 539 539 650 493 414 427 85 3504

Total 803 1269 1130 1341 1112 852 895 158 7560
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APPENDIX.

circulating Department.

Registration.

mmber of cards issued during the year ¢ Main dept.

pumber of cards expired during the year Main dept.

Children's
ntel number of cards in foree June 1, 1911

Notices sent.

Delinquent postals -- 2244 Reserve postals

Binding and Repair.

Books ne¥ly bound ———cecmmmmme e 213
Books reboiNg wecccemcecmecccacc———- 889
Books repaired in library ——————- 2958

T G ————

1269

\ Children's room 545

2969
room 389
----- 7308
- 730
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT,

To ‘
the Honorabile Mayor and City Counecil:

gentlemen:

I herewith submit the following report of the financial con-
- gition of the Publie Library for the year

RECEIPTS.

fron appropriation

f
fl

it

For

balance én hand

fines

non=resident cards

reserve postals

lost ahd damaged books

Yunicipal Art League for lights

Rent from Ill. Library Extension Commission
sale of newspapers and catalog cards

sale of old ed, of Groves- Dict. of musie

money refunded on magazine subscription

EXPENDITURES.

salaries

books
periodiecals
printing and supvlies
binding

fuel, heat, ete.
repairs

light
niscellaneous
furniture
insurance

balanee on hand

ending May 31, 1911.

£€8972.98

1228.11,

356,35
50.00
13.2¢4
15.22

8.00
100,00
3404
4.00
200

$43901.03
2027.32

368.27
269.63
705,76
235.74

1022.45

420.96
432,70
223.75

50740
909.93

- = ——

Boch acoas
iFuh >,
e .I‘
R

ST

R

_____________ $11047.94

$11047.94

B
!
|
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FINANGIAL STATEMENT,

State of Illinois,

County of Macon,

I, Alice G. Evans, Secretary of the Board

of Directors of the Free Publiec Library of Decatur, I1linois, do solemnly

gear that the foregoing statement of the condition and statistics of

e 1itrary is true to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Secretary, Library Board.

Subscibed and sworn to before me, & Notary Publie, this

day of June, A. D. 1611.




Decatur, 111,, June 6, 1912.

The thirty-seVenth 8mmual report of the Trustees of the
pecatur Free Library,

To the Yayor ang Commissioners of the City of Decatur.

sentlemens

I herewith have the honor to hand you the thirty-seventh

gmual report of the Trustees of the Decatur Free Library. The en-

closed report of the Librarien to the Board covers all the details of

the work done during the year; and for that reason, it is not necessary

“or me 10 revcrt item by item. The year's work, as you can readily

see, N&S been a good one, and many people have been benefited by the
yse of the library.

One of the {irst acts of the Board was to increase the
solaries of the members of the library staff. This was just and ne-
cessary on account of the marked increase in the cost of living and in-
crease in the amount of work in handling the business &f the library,
singe tﬁe salaries were placed at the figures we found them on assuming
our offices.

During the last year we have tried to make the library an
instfyment of good to 21l 1ts patrons: but more especially to those
Tho Wére unable 10 secure but a very limited number of books and periodi-

cale for themselves.,

Respectfully submitted,

Charimen of the Board.



LIBRARIAN'S RFPORT
To the Board of Directors, Decatur Free Public Library:

Herewi
ewith is submitted the thirty-seventh annual report of the

jjbrery for the year ending May =1, 1012.

Contents and Accessions,

There were added during the year 2

»408 volumes as follow:
1154 new books, 854 renewals, %

0 to the school collection, 129 gifts,
23 bound periodicals, and 1% books were found which had been missing

in inventory. The total losses were 297 volumes,- 888 of these wore

ot and were withdrawn, 2% were lost by borrowers, and 86 were unacecounted

for in inventory. The total number of volumes now in the library

ig ?‘2,?89 ®

In addition to this there was begun in April a small duplicate col-

leetion of popular novels known as the Rental collection, This con-

. teins only 22 volumes (15 different titles) at present but is paying for
| iteelf at five cents a week per book, besides filling a long felt want
st the library in more nearly satisfying the demand of the patrons for
late fietion, at the szme time giving more opportunity for the free
copies to those who do not care to rent. This rental collection is

. independent of the library fund and sustains itself by the small fee

_ therged, new books being added as often as possible., The titles of

. this Pirst collection are:

Abbott- Molly Meke-Believe.
Bacheller- Keeping up with Lizzie.
Barclay- The rosary.
Beach- Ne'er-do-well.,
Bogher- Man in lonely land.
Bosher— Miss Gibbie CGault.
Deland- Iron woman.
Harrison- Queed.
Norris- Mother.
Patterson- Rebeiiion.
§g§§22- GirlhOf th: Limberlost.

n arvester.
ggzzgg;t- im:zing adventures of Letitia Carberry.
Wright- winning of Barbara Worth..

Among the important books purchased during the yesr may By B

American art annual, 1910-11. .

Catholic encyclopedia. 23.11-10.

i§§:i:g:g Snpii:?gggé side.of photography in thePry and practice.
Bingham- Across South America. R 13':

Bowker~- copywight, its histo:;-yt 2

Bury- cambridge medieval history. .
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Franklin- Works of Benjemin Franklin: ed, by
John Bigelow., 12v, ' s

Cracie- Truth about Chiﬁamauga.

Hall - Fducational proﬁlems. 2V«

Hemil ton- Works of Alexander Hemilton: ed. by

B H. C. Lodge. 12v.

%awthorne- Lure of the garden,

Hittw Flectric railway dictionary.

International who's who, 1911-1912.

Iricsh literature; ed, by Justin WMeCerthy.

Sv.
Jefferson- Works of Thomas Jeff

erson; ed. by
) P. L. Fora. 12v.
Kervel- Golden age of engraving,
Mee & Thompson- Book of knowledge. 24v,
lMonroe- Cyclopedia of education. V.2.
Nicholson- Nicholson on factory organization and cost,
Pier- Pottery of the Near Fast.
Figgott-~ Studies

in the decorative art of Japan,
Shakespeare- Vorks, 40v. (Booklovers edition.)

Standard musical encyclopedia. 2v.
Sylvester- The great river.

Tissot, 1llus.- 014 Testament. 2V.

Tarren- History of the American ber.

Yebb- New dictionary of statistics.

Welles- Diary of Gideon Welles. V.

7ells & Hooper- ¥odern cashinet-work, furniture and fitments.
Yright- New century book of fsets,

Zerr- Tests for coal-tar colour in aniline lakes.

Circulating Department.

The totel registration for the year was 1924, 1%99 cards were
issued to adults and 525 to children. The total number of cards now
In foree is 7261.

The number of books loaned for home use from the main department
vas 68,924 and from the children's room %%,507 making a total circulation
of 102,471, In addition to this 8,153 volumes circulasted through the
four school libraries making the grand total circulation 110,584.
The Librery was open 207 days. Mareh was the largest month yhen 12,231
books were issued, end June the smallest when only 6,749 books went out.
On the largest day March 14, 808 books were issued and on the smallest,
Yaren 17, énly 7%,- this was because of the sleet storm as the small days
Never fall in karch without good reason.

The following books were the most popular in this depertment:

£ Molly leke-Be

ggggguré‘ House in the hedge.
Berbour- Joyece of the Jasmines.
Barclay- The rosary.
Beach- Ne 'er-do-well.
Bennett- \an from the north.
Bosher- Miss Gibbie Gault.

1 - Iron woman.
g:iggg_ Buttered side down.
Harrison- ﬁgig:;
gg:ii;: Pomander walk.
Patterson— Rebellion.

Porter_‘ Freckles ®
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Porter- Girl of

the Limberlo
Porter- ™ st.
Smithe e harvester,

Kennedy Soquare.
Tharton- Fthan Frome.

[ty i
%gig:t- Calling of Den Matthews.
fright- Winning of Barbara Worth.

Children'’s Devartment.

The circulation of books in the children's room was %3,507
bele [ e

04,032 of these being fiction and 9,474 non-fiction, 525 cards were
jgsued during the year., The total number of cards in force is 2,218.

Much reference work has been done for the children in connection

rith their school work. Plectures and lists have been posted for the

wsual holidays and other special occasions.

The ropylar books in this department were:

Brooks- True story of George Washington,
Clemens- Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
Clemens- Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Collins- . Boys book: of model aeronlenes.,
Dunton- Betty Vales decides.

Grinnell- Canping end scouting.

Harris- Uncle Remus and the little boy.
Johnston- Famous scouts.

Johnston- Mary VWare, the little colonel's chum.
Kipvling- Just so stories.

lavle- Little knight= of the X bar B.
Vontgomery- Anne of Green Gables.

Paine- Hollow tree snowed-in book.
Powell- Seouting for boys.

Pyle- Men of iron.

Pyle- ¥erry edventures of Robin Hood.
Quirk- Freshman Dorn, pitcher.
Riehards~- Toto's merry winter.

Riggs- Birds' Christmes Carol.

Riggs- Polly Oliver's problem.

Seton- Boy scouts of Americe.

Seton- Rolf in the woods.

Seton- Two little saveges.

WTebster- Yhen Patty went to college.
Vellse- Petty's motor cer.

Reference Department.

During the year, 4,972 books were taken from other departments for
use in the reference room. Rooks were reserved temporarily for the
Tnglish and History classes of the high school and university, also
for a number of the study clubs. Listeg of books on eart, gardening,
and eurrent soclal questions have been compiled and the books displayed
"here they would be most 1ikely to attract those interested.

In addition to work with our own patrona we have had constant de-
nends for 1ists and references on all sorte of subjects from the

Smaller surrounding towms. Theifollowing are some of the reference

Westions for which 1lists have been compiled:

BA &

x4
£
o
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Aecounts of locust invasions, :
Anerican nNewanaper men. R
Amold Denmett, '
Arthur RBenson,

Arthur ¥, Upeon.

Austin Dobson,

Bliss Carnman.

3yron and COreek 1liberty.

Cauece and prevention of diceace.

tHietory of the pericdisals "Life" and"MeClurs™
Dente Oabriel Rosmettd. - o~

Fden Phillnotts. ]
Fredericsk l.oeker-Lampson.

Holman Day. |
Little ways of eaving in the hone. it

Kokel prize; its history aend the mwards.

Origin and development of Tnglish politiesl parties. : |
Crigin and legends of St. Patrick's day.

Other people’s children.

roems sbout the months.

Relatlon of the French revolution to Purns end "ordsworth.
Richard Burton.

Richard Hovey.

Richard Le Callienne.

Senitary end Christien ecommissions in Illinoie
durine the Civil war.

Tesching of art in the public schools.
Tenrerance in SCericany.

¥illiem ¥, Henley-

Filliam %atson.

| P
Reading Room. {

The reading room has been well patronized during the year. No exact

ecount ¢an be kept of the readers through the week but the total number

of Sundey visitors wes 1911, 108% men, 422 women, and 405 children. L1

The reading room is supplied with 192 periocdicels and newepapers,
140 of which are subseribed for and &2 donated. The most importent |
fnerdean snd Fnglish publications will be found here and the najority i
of these are indexed in the "Readers gulde to periodiecal literature”

vhieh 1s the key to the valueble subject matier in periodlcals. These
veriodieals when removed from the reading room are later collected in
volumes and bound end then added %o the periodical stacks, vhere they

form an invalusble adjunet to the reference part of the library.

watb ing Department.
The nunber of new books classifled, cataloged, shelf-listed and
"repared for cireulation was 10¥8. h
The totsl number of cards made for these books snd added to the
of
catelop was =240, of these 2767 were printed cerds from the Library

) ost or dameged which had to
Congress, The number Of vooks worn out, los

nt
e withdpewn wes 054. VWhen these Were replaced meny were in differe

ber of 1779
*ditions which nesessitated recataloging., Osrds to the num
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nove -
swere renoved from the cetelog for additions, revision or to 5 wanrbiitai.
pndreds of covermment serials ena other pamphlets

have been recieved.
hete Vere cheg

“edy; classified,ana filed with other documents., Some of

mé in volumes like other poriodicel publications, while
sthers Of o monographie neture

thote Were M

vere put in individuel binders and cata-
l1oged ee books,

School Libraries.

The collection of school duplicetes now contains 564 volumes. These
pooks were sent to four schools this year: the Durfee and Roach, Jackson

md Jesper street schools vhere they remained the entire year. The toteal

eireulation in the schools was 8,15Z.

¥xhibitions,.

The “unicinpal Art League had an exhibition of the paintings of
2irge Harrisen which began on October %0th and lasted through Sunday
Yovember £th, during this time thousands of peorle visited the library
to see the pletures. .

A seoond exhibition of the League was held !‘arch 6-17 vhen the chiefl
ettrection was the Roy Brown ricturee, the asrtist being a former Decatur

Pictures of
nens end second in interest were the, 7elter Narehall Clute.

Bulletins and Book Displeys.

Several times through the year there have been plcture bulletins
Posted on the soreens for some speclal seacon or timely event, end books
Nlustrating the subjeetwere collected and placed in the delivery room
for exsmination. Chief among these might be mentioned the Dickens
centenary exhibition in February when the works of Dickens were rut out
o pietupes of the suthor, his home, vlaces he had written sbout, scenes
from wie novels, and pictures of hie characters were attractively dis-
"ayed on soreens in the Jdellvery hell. The screens were later loaned
0 the vomen's eludb for its Dickens evening.,

Other suthors and subjects bulletined were Browning, Shakespesare,

lovard Pyle, gerdening, lithography, birds end eggs, ert and artists.
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Building ang Grounds,

?

children's rooms one more shelf was placed on top of those around the
gells. This gives quite a good many feet more book room and relieves
the situation for the time,.

It makes the top shelrf rather high for the
little folks, however,

but with the movable step the topmost shelves may

and are possibly enjoyed the more by the children because
jgifficult to reach.

ve reéched,

The children's room has two new celling lights which are much lower

end give better results than the 0ld ones did. The redecoration of

the walls in the large room and the directors' room on the second floor

hes greatly improved their appeerance.

Library Meetings.

The librerian and the cataloger, iss Dill, attended the annual meeting

of the Americen Library association which was held in Califdrnia,

ey 1B=June =, The regular meetings were held in Pasadena but the post

conference trip included much of library interest in the many stops on

the eoast trip up to San Francisco and then on to Sacramento, where the

verty finally separated.

The sescsions of the Illinois Library association meeting, held in

Joliet, October 11-1%, were attended by the librarian.

Staff.

Kiss Fetelle Bryant who had been connected with the library since 1904,
and wag for some time the head of the loan department resigned at the end
of last ¥ay to teke up church work. ¥ise Florence Love who had assisted
In the librery previously during vacation periods was aprointed assistant
In the 10an department. Miss Nellie Melchers was added to the staff as
Supply and evening ettendant.

Mise Dill wae granted a four-months!' leave-of-absence end remeined in
Californis sfter the A. L. A. meeting until the last of September.

18 vsuay we co-operated with the Library school of the University of
Illincuis in February by taking one of their senior students for a month's
bragtieal experience during our busiest time. The "field warker" this
Tear wae Miss rmme Pelsenthal who proved to be very satisfactory as a

lib?&!‘y worker and wag an inspiration to the staff.
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turing the year the librariaen read pepers before the

Mothers' clubs
of the Denis and

Sanganon street schools, ang

elso before the Women's
cetion of the FParmepg? institute.

These were on the selection of books
The children's librarian,

told stories to the Mothers' club of the Jasper street school, and a

papel ON Vacation reading followed by stories was given to the Girls"
¢club of the Jackson street school.

c¢hildren, M i
for Mise Hunt, read a vaper and

In closing we wish to acknowledge our indebtedness to the press of
the eity for the space given in the daily papers to library matters:
new ook lirts, srecial lists, book notes and reviews, announcements
end Information about the Librery which is of generel interest.

Ve desire to express avpreciation to the Library Board for the
interest sho'm and for the support of the members and their hearty

w-operation in earrying on the work of the Library.



e 1, 1911~ books on heng

AMditions:

By rurchase
1" "

] 1]

" donstion
" bindery

Losses:

Forn out and withdrawn
Lost and paid for

ey 1, 1912- books on hand
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Contents of library,
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Accessions according to Classification.

No.vels.in

Lib'y June

1, 1911

General works =052
Philogophy 487
Religion 1007
Soclology 2940
Prilology 97
latural science 1627
Useful arts 1729
Hne arts 1220
lterature 722%
Trevel 778
Biography 2081
Hstory 219%
Metion 8866
Foreipn books B84
Sthool eol1, 524
Total z098%

gil‘culating bks.18025
Udrents pre., 4572
B"fﬂl‘ence bks. 1806
‘id pepiog, 2329

I;"P‘ﬂic does., o717
thool ¢o11, 524
9 Totgy

%0983

Additions Vithdrawals

(new and (worn out
renewal ) and
nissing)
168 6
14

=6 3

206 =8

5 s
66 17

150 8

107 17

280 &

75 10
=7 2
75 =5
1070 719
14 0
100 70
2408 997

Division of ClasseS.

1601 414
75 17
195 0
08 0
100 70
040% 997

No.vols. in
Libt'y lHay
51, 1913

z214
470
1040
=108
09
1676
1871
1420
z444
18%8
2107
22%%
9217
98
554

z2289

18876
4789
1864
=524
2812

554

%2389

i —— ————— =

Per
cent

9.92
1.45
3.21
9.89
«20
5.18
5.78
4,%8
10.63
5.68
6.652
6.89
28.46
.30
1.71



General works
Philosophy
Religion
Sociology
Philology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction
Foreign books
Magazines
Rental coll.

Total

Days open
Daily average
Largest day
Smallest day

June .

51
40
35
3
59
46
68
232
51
26
59
2454

285

4782

26
168
225
121

Total number of books

July.

54
54
41

58
56
84
272
55
42
85
4252

2795

5217

25
212
z85
119

issued during year 1911-1912

Aug.

46
51
57
10
62
56
117
296
67
44
80
4749
8

298

5548

27
205
400
116

Sept.

20
%6
75
5%
15
50
56
123
=84
78
66
121
2921

208

5309

25
212
406
119

circulation by Classes

Oct.

16
61
75
75
7
61
122
146
413
82
71
185
=710
10
294

26
204
bod )
101

LIBRARIAN'S REFORT.

Nov.

19
58
71
76
2
44
88
106
428
99
9%
135
4125
16
L0

5676

25
e27
452
1320

APPENDIX.

Dec.

28
45
67
90
5
A
85
116
402
73
83
147
4140
10
295

5632

S
225
298

84

A e — e —— T S -

(Adult.)
Jan. Feb.
55 44
62 74
62 67
85 71
2
70 57
108 86
168 185
495 416
114 115
95 159
176 206
5084 4778
15 18
=28 281
6917 6548
26 24
266 7%
508 478
158 68
110,584

Mar.,

24
77
89
114
10
66
119
194
490
11%
178
201
5176
22
309

Teee

26
278
032

80

( Adult, Juvenile and Sehool).

Apr.

12
47
68
71

72
84
124
274
6%
130
161
4047

202

48
5600

26
215
407
115

May. Totals.

10 27%
48 655
48 7%9
10% 871
1 €0
68 691
74 9e1
96 1525
254 4586
102 1010
95 1092
150 1672
*014  509E7
1% 126
258 =557
141 189
5474 68924
26 207
210 224
=81
129

Per
cent.

«40
e 95
1.07
1.26
.09
1.00
1.42
2.21
6.61
1.47
1.59
2.37
7T 4T
020
5.16
027

Books

loaned

in
room,

1048
27
92

222

T
161
169
989
1%0
261
7686
81

528

4880



General works
Philosophy
Religion
Sociology
Philology
Natural
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction
Magazines

Total

Days open
Daily average
Largest day
Smallest day

science

June .

LX
e

» 23
i
5
o7
7
o3
121
49
Z4
76
1842
16

236"

26
91
128
49

July.

25
98

&7
10
74
144
60
32
7%
1900

2490

25
99
137
52

Aug.
19

18
!

o2

72
140
45
26
78
1859

280

27
89
131
47

Sept.
15

24
79
T
41
18
60
158
81
27
29
14272
12

2049

25
82
160
46

Circulation by Classes

Dot.
1
1
20
126
'7
62
20
84
22%
114
41
118
1828
2

2676

26
103
184

60

LIBRARILAN'S

Nov.
18

45
123
19
65
- 15
74
290
142
70
13
PiEirdss
25

2204

25
15e
219

e

RFPORT .

APPENDIX.

Dec.
19

17
142
8
88
41
62
242
102
40
124
2117
. 6

2008

25
120
204

54

Jan.
18

1l
174

104
]
76

192

101
51

125

2503

12

2176

26
122
221

65

(Juvenile.)

Feb.
22

24
136
1l
66
o |
T2
217
96
88
158
2221
16

5167

24
152
270

33

Mar.
26

20
162
12
98
49
85
270
114
98
183
2575
18

3710

26
143
27E
23

Apr.
12

21
123

81
28
64
168
92
62
319
2008
13

2799

26
108
217

4r

May.
20

11%

70
3 |
&2
15%
68
57
106
166%
19

2%64

26
99
168
49

Totals.

200
3
256
1%877
96
841
285
828
2278
1064
626
1450
2402z
170

X507

=07
109

Per
Cent.
.61
.02
oI
4,12
‘28
2.48
.86
2.44
6.50
z,18
1+88
4,22
72.02
.82

Books
loaned
in
TrOOoM.
122

ot



Religion
Sociology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction

Total

Oet.,

15
73
Tt
19
12
48
77
24
24
259

628

Nov.

29
113
118

29

27

63
116

51

53
454

1053

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

APPENDIX.

School circulation.

Dec.

16
132
21
14
15
Te
101
28
85
410

924

Jan.

28
172
144

20

25

o8
124

45

82
608

1261

FEb o Mal‘.

29 obs
163 168
146 132

26 30

26 21

94 85
152 126

51 45

89 90
639 569

1415 1299

Apr.

22
97
72
11
11
64
49
24
5%
261

764

May .

27
83
€0
16
16
47
61
31
43
208

689

Totals.

209
1001
840
165
183
566
816
299
499
2606

815%

1t
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APPFNDIX,

Circulating Department.

Registration.

funber of cards issued during the Year Main Dept. 1799

Children's room 526
Ttal number of cards issued during the year

-------------- 1924
ymber of cards in foree June 1, 1912 Main Dept. 50486
Children's roonm 2215
Total number of cards in force June 1, 1912 —emeccccmmcmmeea 7261
Notices sent.
Delinquent postals —-- 23758 Reserve postals --- 914

Binding and Repair.

Number of books sent to bindery —------ 2000
Number of books repaired in library -- 2090
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Decatur, I11,, June 5, 191z=.

THF T ™
HIRTY-FIGHTH ANNUAL RFPORT OF THR BOARD OF DIRFCTORS

of the
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THF CITY OF DFCATUR

To the Honorable Hayor and Commissioners.

gentlemen:

The Directors of the Publie Library of the City of Decatur

rerewith resrvectfully submit their thirty-eighth annual report, which

jc for the year ending May %1, 191%. e commend to your consideration,

s 2 part of this report, the attached copy of the detailed report of
the Librarian to the Roard.

The approintment of two additional members to the Board, at
the beginning of the year has materially assisted in the prompt and
miform performance of its duty and the act of the Commissioners is
july appreciated. At the beginning of the term Charles Laux was re-
mrointed end J. S. MeClelland and Frank Shlaudeman were the new mem-
bers added. In November, i912, Dr., George P. Hoster, president of the
Board, resigned and Werren F. Hardy was anpointed to 111 the unexpired
term,  Frank Shlaudeman was then elected president.

Your‘attention is called to the increase in circulation,
114,748 volumes having been taken from the library this year and
110,584 the yéar'before; The total number of volumes in the library
Is 72,905,

The balance oﬁ hend is #1,168.%8 which is practically the
faMe as a year ago.

An important problem, the solution ofjwhjch must sonn be
taken under consideration, is the fitting up and meintaining of s
larger peading room on the second floor. with our limitedsincome and
"Yor increasing expenses this will not be an easy matter: e e i
"11 give this qﬁestion 1ts careful asttention in the hope that a sat-
lsfactory econclusion will eventuelly be arrived at.

Respectfully submitted,

Directors.
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LIBRARIAN'S RFPORT

he Boa i
To the Board of Directors, Decatur Free Public Library:
I{ '\”__. - P
erewith is submitted the thirty-eighth annual report of the

orary for the year ending llay 71, 191w,

Contents and Accessions.,

There were 72,789 volumes in the Library at the beginning of the

iprary year and the . s
liprary ¥ e number now is =z%,905, Of the 2,275 volumes added

1,623 Were new books, 740 renewals, and 12 books found which had been

plesing . The number of volumes worn out and withdrawn was 811, and 48

rere unacccunted for in inventory, making the total number withdrawn f59.
Among the important purchases may be mentioned:
Bryan- Speeches. g

Cambridge modern history: Atlas.
Catholic encyclopedia. v.14-15,

Century dictionary, cyclopedia, and atles.

Revised ed. 1l2v.

Chaucer- Complete poetical works, now first put into

modern Fnglish,
Cicero- Works. 8v,
Dictionary of national biography: Second supplement. 2v,.
Fneyclopsedia Britanniea. Fd. 11l. 29v.
Fvans- American bibliography. V70
Hubbard- American history and encyclopedia of musie. v.ll=12.
Hunter- Tapestries: their origin, history and renaissance.
Le Camus- Life of Christ. 2v.
¥ellory- Compiled statutes of the United States:

Supplement, 1911.
lonroe- Cyclopedia of education. V.4,
Morgan- Canadian men and women of the time.
Paine- Mark Twain; a biography. ZV.
Rend, MeNally & Co.- Library atlas of the world. 2V.
Raymond- Le cuir; decorative compositions for leather work.
Rogers- History of Babylonia and Assyria. 2V.

Ropes & Livermore- Story of the civil war in the Unites
States of America. v.%, Pts. 1 & 2.

Seott- Hague peace conferences of 1899 and 1907. 2V,
Shakespeare- Comedies, Histories, tragedies, and poems.

' (New Grant "hite Shakespeare) 18v.
Sonnenschein- Best books. 2v.
Stevenson- Home book of verse.
United States Catalog; Dbooks in print January ;, 1912.
Yagner- My life. 2V,

The Library wes the recipient of more theh the usual number of books
lonateq, Besides single volumes from suthors, publishers, and other in-
mVMumu% small collections were given by ir. R. A. Wilson, the R.P. Lytle
*State, and irs. Helen Pratt Vance. The French classies in Mrs. Vance's
“eetion were especially accepteble, as we are making an effort to add
' oup gma11 collection of books in the foreign languages. Many of the
b%deonated were already in the Library but can be used for replacing

Wmnout copies or for duplicates if needed.

.‘...Im . -;;-............l|||||lllllllllll
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Circulating Department.

The total registration for the year was 1870

In the adult de-
prinent 1,281 cards were issued and 589 in the children's room

mere ¥ere 90 non-resident cards purchased

and 11 temporary cards
jeued to transients,

The total number of cards now in force is 7,25z
The nunber of books loaned for home use from the adult department

ns 71,967 and from the children's room =%,468, making a total cireu-

ntion of 105,471, In addition the circulation of the books in the
¢hool libraries was 8917, meking a grand total circulation of 114,784
yolumes .

The library was oven 706 days.

ilareh was the largest month when

2,018 books were issued, and September the smallest with a eirculation

of only 7,749. On the largest day, February 8,

end on October 27,

794 books were issued,
the smallest, only 108.

From the reserved postals the following books were the most popular

but many other books, of both fiction and non-fiction, are much in de-
nend for whieh there is no accurate way of keeving a record.

Popular books in the adult department were:

Allen=- Hercine in bronze.
Barclay- The rosary.

Barclay- Through the postern gate.
Barclay- Upas tree.

Beach- The net.

Deland- The voice.

Fox- Heart of the hills.

FOX- Trail of the lonsome pine.
Johnson- Stover at Yale.

King- Street called straight.
Lippmann- Martha-by-the=-day.
London- Smoke Bellew.

Montessori- WMontessori method.
Norris- Mother.

Pakrker- Judgment house.

Porter- Freckles.

Porter- Girl of the Limberlost.
Porter- The harvester.

Porter- Mothe of the Limberlost.
Rice- Romance of Billy-Goat Hill.
Robins- My 1little sister.
Sidgwicke= Herself.

Veller- ¢cry in the wilderness.
¥illiemeson- Guests of Hercules.
¥illismson- Heather moon.

Yright- Their yesterdays.

The Rental collection of duplicates hes
that 3¢ helps satisfy the demands of the

]&rfiction without be

proved to be a success, in

1ibrary patrons for 1ate, POPU-~

From the

hemselves
Mall fee of Pive cents a week the books have not only paid for themse

v
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aTrn
wt have earned enough to purchease Others and keep the collection up

te. I?if -
o da ty=-six books were added to this collection during the

Wﬂ.mm somg ags they ceased being popular and head pa

aid for themselves
qe7® withdrawn, 3

Children's Department.

The children's room now contains 4,910 volumes. The crowded con-

iition of the shelves was somewhat relieved by plaecing a bookease for

referenee books in the center of the room,

The eirculation of books in this department was xZ,468,~- 2%,172 of

these being fiction and 10,296 non-fiction. Cards were issued to 589

¢rildren during the year, making the total number in forece 2,219.
The reference work done for and by the children ineresses each year.

mring the school year the room presents a2 busy and crowded appearance.

The porular books of this derartment were:

Alcott- Little women.

Arebien nights! entertainments.

Baum- Sea fairies.

Beard- American boy's handy book,
Carpenter- North Ameriea.

Church- gtory of the Iliad.

Clemens- Adventures of Tom Sawyer.,
Davis- Harper's boating book for boys.
Dickens- Story of Oliver Twist.

Dunton- Betty Wales decides.

Harris- Nights with Uncle Remus.

Harris- Uncle Remus and the 1little boy.
Johnston- Mary Vare's promised land.
Kaler- Vireless station at Silver Fox farm.
Kipling- Ceptains courageous.

Kirling- Jungle Dbook.

Perkins- Dutech twins.

Rice- Mrs. Wiggs of the cabbage patch.
Rigegs- Birds' Christmas Carol.

Riggs- Polly Oliver's problem.

Seton- Book of wooderaft and Indian lore.
Stevensone Treesure island.

Swift- Gulliver's travels.

Vebster—~ When Patty went to college.
Voodward- Peter Pen picture book,

Reference ROOM.

The number of books used in the library can only be estimated, but
12,246 volumes is probably a conservative estimate.

The incressed use of the reference room is suech as to indicate that
ithmsquite outgrown 1its quarters. fueh of the reference reading during
thebuay season has been done 2t the tebles, on the counters and on the

"Now 81118 of the stack'room;‘&s the seating capacity of the reflerence

1

o |
M wag inadequate. ']
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puring the entire school Vear,

books have been reserved €t the re-
est of the teachers, for five or six high school classes

and these
yave Deen in constant use,

£ -

s = C}T‘.‘_r . -
The following are a few of the qQuestions on which speecial assistance
nas been given:

American illustrators.

Artistic improvement of our cities.

Civiec responsibility.

gonservation,

fradication of the thistle.

Faults in American civilization,
Il1lumination of manuscripts.

Indien music and songs.,

Jesuits in California.

Hodern journalism as a reform agent.
Mothers' day.

Orrortunities of the American youth,

Perry celebration.

Polish musiec and musicians.

Roman philosorhy.

Russian art, architecture, ete.

Third parties in American polities.

Value of a four years! high school course.
Yhat laws have been secured in Germany by the socialists.

Reading Room.

The reading room is supplied with 204 periodiecals and newspavers,
142 of vhich sare subsdéibed for and 62 donated. This room is in constant
ue summer =nd winter by 211 kinds and conditions of people who can find
here, among the large and assorted lot of veriodieals, anything to suit

Lox

the taste, whether it be,recreation or information.

No exaet count of the readers cen be kept during the week. The to-
tel number of Sunday visitors was 1,457,- 911 men, =%8 women, and 208
thildren, for the Sundays from October to lMay inclusive.

Cataloging Departiment.

The number of new books classified, cataloged, shelflisted and pre-
Pared for eirevlation was 1,62%. The total number of catalog cards made
for thege books was 5,65%,~- =171 of these were printed cards from the
Lm?ﬂw’of Congress, and 2,522 were typewritten,

The number of cords rewritten or revised was 6,220, 7,400 of these
"rs cards for the children's catalog which had become much soiled from
e, New puides were slso made and filed. . About every three years
itisnecessary to rewrite the cards in this catalog. .
additions

. ks
Revision of subject headings, new editions of replaced DOOKS,

visin
® continuation cards, beslides goiled cards, necessitated the re £
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o typing oF 2,522 sards for the main catalog

The tota2l number of

pards made for new books or revised 3 Wk 15 s
» e

-

School Libraries.

The School Duplicate collection now contains 626 volumes
. : ’

- 165 were
sided during the year,

These books were divided among the four schools:
nrfee 2nd Roach, Jackson and Jasper street schools., The total ecir-
wlation in the schools was 8,917.

Exhlbits.

- The Municipal Art League held a loan exhibition of paintings by

noted artiste owned by Decatur people, on the second floor of the library,
fetober 4-17%.

A second exhibition took place January 17=27. This was called the

Jonnston collection and consisted of paintings by Americen articts.

The totel vealue of the piectures is said to be #47,000.00, This was =2

rey affair in order to cover expenses of bringing it here, but the other

gxhlbit mwaea f'r'ee. Poth were ‘.7811 attended.

Bulletinsg and Book Displays.

Several picture amd book displays were made during the year, the
rineipal one being that during "Riley week" when James "hitcomb Riley's
birth week was celebrated throughout the country by libraries and schools.
iere we poeted pietures and lists on the screen, alé:o some of his poems,

A colleetion of his books in attractive editions were on exhibition for

the week, The posters were furnished by the Bobbs-Merrill Co.

Library Veetings.

¢ i Library
The librarian attended the annual meeting of the fmerican L.

kssosiation which was held in Ottawa, Canada, June 26-July 2.
The joint meeting of the Missouri and 111inois Librery associatlons,

held in St.,Lounis, October 24-26, was attended by the librarian end

C?,taloger.

staff.

th
There were no changes on the regular staff this year. During e

day.
bu-‘?iest part of the year We were granted an extra assistant for half day

: , ok
"85 Mol11e Hitohooek assisted wntil March when ¥iss Lyda Coleman o

e
T place until June.
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Contents of library,

Jmel:lglg" books on hand

pdditions:
By purchase (new) emee e i =
! ) (renewal) —eeee o ________ """ lgég
" school collection) —emeee o ___ 890
" donation eeeemeee o TTTmmT 20y
" BINdery e " |
" books found (missing previous to iay =1, 1912) ———. 10
Total added -------- picdrd
Losses:
Worn out and Withdreawn eeeca e ca e 787
BOBE BHA DBIAQ DO i i i i S e e e e et o s 16
LOBE BUE YIOL DRLEA TOD oo i i it oo 8
tnaccounted for in Inventory ceeeemmm e 48
Total 10SS =veeeeeaa 289
fay 71, 1917~ DOOkS ONn hand —eeee e e
Acecessions according to Classification.
No.vols.in Additions Withdrawals WNo.vols.in Per
Lib'y June (new and (worn out Lib'y Vay cent
1, 1912 renewal ) and =1, 1913
missing)
General works %214 178 5 2567 9.99
Philosophy 470 20 0 490 1.44
Religion 1040 50 6 1084 z,20
Sociology %162 201 x5 2229 9.52
hilology 299 21 14 116 . 4.
loturel seience 1674 99 14 l759 2-82'
Useful arts 1871 181 12 2040 =
e apts 1421 08 14 1505 4.44
lterature 7440 222 58 2604 10. i
Travel 18728 74 22 ‘]'_,890 5.:7
Hography 2107 65 11 2161 e
Hetion 9167 900 568 9499 28, e
Foraign booke 98 26 0 - SR
Sthool eo11, 554 165 83 - .
Totay z2289 2775 859 ZZ905

Division of Classes.

giyeummg bks.18877 1166 Zgi 123%
?dl‘en's bks, 4760 544 8 2004
Bgfrence bke., 1862 148 0 2719
by 1'115} Period, =504 195 0 2969
sg¢ docss 2812 157 8% ‘ 676
hool ¢o117. 554 165
ot gy now89 2775 i R

-m—u—ﬂ—-———-——-————n—n_——4_
bl s ——
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APPENDIX.

Circulation by ClassesS. (Adult. ) Books

loaned

‘ Per in

June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov., Dec. Jan., Feb. Mar, Apr. May. Totals. cent. room.,

General works 17 7 15 10 15 26 22 28 20 19 18 5 202 28 4579

Philosovhy 42 41 42 40 49 a7 47 59 48 47 46 49 5472 .76 Z6
Religion 24 47 47 49 61 58 37 56 42 47 47 28 563 o7 71
Sociology 59 61 59 60 82 96 78 87 114 109 85 148 1078 1.44 1065
Philology 1 4 1l 1 1 | 2 | 2 ] 17 02 2
Natural science 44 64 72 83 58 59 54 i 4 64 76 107 98 826 1.15 452
Useful arts 52 75 87 67 9% 1156 88 125 120 139 121 100 1202 1.87 356
Fine arts 88 85 73 124 144 122 121 1573 147 155 138 146 1496 2.08 175
Literature 219 287 216 220 299 26% 267 406 403 430 404 241 2925 5.45 sdriss
Travel 41 52 61 49 88 73 60 92 110 121 102 54 907 1.26 451
Biography 48 66 49 72 71 6% 62 80 100 89 51 57 808 1.12 520
History 8% 90 69 164 190 173 1z0 141 175 198 124 112 1649 2.29 2134
Fiction 297z 4224 4391 3826 4247 4543 3942 4992 4765 5324 4508 4100 52875  7%.42 %19
Foreign books 45 8 8 3 3 4 2 19 19 22 26 21 190 «26 11
Magazines 273 317 296 z00 =18 257 222 4173 254 314 x15 264 376X 5.22 1093

Rental coll. 120 141 170 148 187 214 16% 192 167 177 158 186 2007 2,81

Total 5129 5539 5656 5186 6006 6704 5401 6922 6549 7269 627% 5719 71967 12051

Days open 26 26 27 24 27 25 25 26 oz 26 26 o6 206
Daily average 208 21% 210 216 22% 252 216 267 o085 280 °41 200 ors
Largest day 263 240 x32 %90 445 440 286 520 547 541 575 424 '
Smallest day 110 o3 104 139 74 88 128 151 141 146 122 172%

Total number of books issued during year 1912-1913 ==m—--—w-—cccen——mo——oo—ooon 114,248  (Adult, Juvenile and School).




June.,
General works 14
Philos=ophy
Religion 9
Sociology 104
Philology d
Natural science i |
Useful arts 16
Fine arts 5%
Literature 10%
Travel 68
Biography 22
History 80
Fiction 1875
Magazines C 14
Total 2%9%
Days ovpen 25
Daily average 91
Largest day 140
Smallest day 82

176

32
e
1911

16
2557

26
98
145
472

Aug.
11

11
128

49
25
65
158
673
24
66
1912
22

2544

27
94
122
53

LIBRARIAN'®'S RFPORT.

Circulation by Classes

Sept.
11

14
167
-]

22
22
5%
140
56
=8
109
1506
12

2162

24
90
149
80

Det.,
10

18
262
6
58
40
7S
220
80
61
107
1824

2778

27
10%
160

24

Nov.,
25

19
28686
I1
72
28
68
286
85
857
159
2168
16

22850

25
120
21%

54

Dec.
2%

28
218
10
54
17
66
226
60
51
99
1847
% |

2696

25
108
190

64

APPENDIX.

Jan,

25
1
ik7g
260
5
76
22
97
200
106
63
124
2123
8

=127

26
121
257

46

(Juvenile.)

Feb,
25

18
257
6
6%
20
77
170
117
90
128
2037

Z045

23
135
247

71

Mar.,
26

18
287
11
71
36
81
211
1485
63
189
2368

3511

26
135
251

66

Apr.
15

15
255
17
79
26
80
206
124
53
162
1996

3024

26
116
245

52

May. Totals,

13 244
1
15 186
211 2498
7 88
45 675
17 296
56 821
158 2263
96 1067
48 6132
95 1410
15985 23172
9 174
2765 %2468
26 306
91 109
179
50

Per
cent.

73

«56
736
0 26
2,01
« 88
2.45
6.76
319
1.86
4.28
69.26
040

Books
loaned
in
room

196



Religion
Sociology
Natural sclence
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction

Total

Oct.

36
164
145

28

38

%
142

41
102
588

1261

Nov.

35
202
152

55

22

88
135

45

93
652

1489

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

School circulation.

Dec.

22
117
75
24
27
65
69
28
58
420

905

APPENDIX.

Jan,

27
145
96
24
31
68
80
21
Td
515

1078

Feb. Mar.

z0 30
144 154
1%1 118

29 29

21 z0)

86 87
117 104

56 z0

75 920
538 564

1237 1238

Apr.

22
141
94
21
2z
7o
79
28
78
490

1049

May .

24
75
55
10
11
28
40
19
47
261

560

Totals.

226
1142
866
20
217
572
766
270
614
4018

8917

()8
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APPFNDIX.

Circulating Department,

Registration,

unber of cards issued during the year

Main Dept. ) 1281
Children's room 589
ntal number of cards issued during the year ——eeeee—eee__ 1870
ymber of cards in foree June 1, 191= Main Dept. 5174
Children's room 2219
ntel nutber Of cards in forece June dy ABLS e 775%

Notices sent.

lelinquent postals ———= 2809 ReServe postals —--- 659

Binding and Repair.

Mumber of books repaired in library ---- =275
Number of books sent to bindery ----———- 1787




FINANCIAL STATFMENT,

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:

gentlemen:

I herewith submit the following revort of the Pinaneial ou.-—

jiion of the Fublic Library for the year ending May =1, 191=.

RFCFIPTS.
mon approvriation ¢R681.95
" pelance on hand 1172.68
" fines 706,6%
" non-resident cards 51.00
" peserve postals 17,20
. lost‘ and damaged books 21.42
" pent from Ill. Library Fxtension Commission z00.00
" gale of 0ld newspapers, ete < 8.70
" rental collection 101.15
" overcharge by Library Bureau 2.00
" refund on street lights 2.84
Total ————m—————e—cee———- $10,751.57
FXPENDITURES.
2
for salaries $4978,.75
" periodicsls =81 .40
] & i 774.?9
printing and supplies
o 6
" binding Pl
637 .%9
" heat and 1light
H 5 48 .44
repeirs
" 262.21
niscellaneous
' 77«15
| furniture
h 1168-:28
balance on hand
...... -$10751.57
TOLEL o nessmrmmmtes
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Decatur, I11. June 8, 1914.

THE THIRTY-NINTy ANNUAL RYPORT om

of the
PUBLIQ LIBRARY

THE ROARD oF DIRFCTORS

OF THE CITY OF preatym

To the Honorahla ‘ayor ang c:ommissioners.
Gentlemen!

The Directors o the Publie Library of the City of Decatup
tresent you with their thirty-ninth amual re

fing
the tvelve months ending ay =1, 31914. You will,accompanying this report

hepewlth port which is for

g copy of the report of the Librarian to the Board of Directors ana you

pre resPectfully requested to consider the same a part of this report,

in the report of the Board of Directors under date of Junes, 191z,

vas nentioned the negcessity of soon Putting into use some of the space on

the second floor. AI‘ter mach discussion on the rart of the Board it was

finelly decided to move the children's room to this floor, Yhen this

hed been aceomplished g large Opening was cut through the wall between |
- the former children's room and the reference room resulting in a practical |
doubling of the space devoted to reference purposes. This additional
- Srece was very much needed and to secure it was really the prime object

Innoving the children's room. The Librarian's report will give more

in detail just what has been done in both the children's and reference |
'raoms.

The cost of making the changes ahove mentioned will probably
reduce somewhat the size of the appropriation that could otherwise have
been T;Iade for the purchase of new books snd the Directors regret that
this wizy be true. They realize, however, that it is just as necessary

10 teke care of what the Library now possesses and that it is just as

letessary to nake those possessions as available and useful to the public
e Possible, as it is to mcquire new resding matter and they have kept
this Carefully in mind while the above mentioned 1nprov§ments were being
dismsged and planned.

. The total number of volumes taken from the Library dﬂ!“i“g the
Dest'yelrﬂwa_s 110,298 and the number of books on hand is =4,728.

011;* balance on hand is #752.75 against £1168.78 a year ago.

g Wfference is due to the cost of fitting up the children's room

; s for a
M the Second Ploor and the purchase of fire insurance which run

-
m%_ of Pive vears.
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LIBRARIAN 's REPORT

Cat alog Departn ent.

L catalog cabinet V&S Dpurchaseq ¢

nd the cards shifteq

- gddeds
The number of new books classifieq, cataloged, shelf 1igteq and pre-
pared for circulation was 10985,

- 4,255, of these 2,2

New editions of replaced book

~ gerles, continuation cards, ete., ang Copying soiled cards caused 1,496

| cards to be removed fron the catalog, then revised or rewritten and

| efileds  The total number of cargs added to the catalog was 5,751.

Hundreds of serial Publications issued by the g0vernment, institu-

tions, or societies have been regeived, These were checked and classi-

. fied, and filed in vamphlet cases with similar material, Hany volumes
| Of these serials were sent to the bindery. Unnumbered pamphlets of mone-
grevhic nature have been put in Gaylord or Barrett binders, classified
ad cataloged, ang shelved with the books of their respective classes.

It was decided to make s 1ist of all the subject headings used in
| cataloging on cards, as the old printed list in book form was very nearly
- Torn out ang filled up. About half of ithis work is done and it is hoped

; the rest may be accomplished during the coming year,

Binding and lending.

The total number of books sent to the bindery was 1,608, of this num-

ber 218 Volunes were periodicals or serials bound for the first time, and

1,290 wepe books rebound.,

The booksg received in the publishers' bindings are not very dursable,
“a rule, ang are frequently rebound in their first year. The hard
| e 21ven books in an open-shelf library is one of the causes of more
| rebindmg eand likewise of more mending.
e numperp of books mended, relabelled or in any way repaired was 2,347.
| M G0es not, include pasting in leaves or dating slips, making new book

: ves, after

*ing loaneq,

e




~S0hool Libraries,

S 1n the schooy
jan TEEOE FoTe added during the year, 7s be

; There are now 708 volume

iNg new books and 122 replace-
- pntss 128 were withdrawn, being worn out,

The boOks Were divideq anong the five schools:

Durfee, Roach, Oglesby,
jaekson end Jasper street schoolg,

They were Sent in October ang kept un-

4l the close of school, The total ci_rculation among the pupils this

year was 6, 446 ©

Exhibitions,

The !'unicipal Art League helg

en exhibition on the Second floor of
the Library November 18-26 ang another, March 14-24. The first con-

‘ sisted of original illustrations nade for books and magazines. Those of
 Hovard Giles illustrating Churchilis » Inside of the cup" received the

wst attention. There was also » Pottery display from the Newcomb school
of lew Orleans, lozned by Mrs. G. F. Fellows,

The exhibition in larch was of vaintings by various artists,- Philip

P

Little being the Prineipal exhibitor. A bust of the late Capt. George
f Bacon, the work of our local sculptor, iiss Giselle Durfee, was also
- thibited and received much favorable comment.

The Stephen Décatur chapter of the D. A. R. held an exhibition of
. Mstopie relics, December 3-8, The articles were all loaned by Decatur .
| Mople ang the exhibit was most interesting and instructive to all who !
oy it. It wes a surprise to every one that so many valusble things of !
.l istorie interest were in the possession of Decatur citizens. The proceeds |
- O the exhibition went into the fund for the new llacon county hospital. {
Many of the best paihtings belonging to the public school collection

- lave been hung in the Library for the summer.

Bulletins and Book Displays.

|
- iction |
There are always posted in the back of the stack near the fic f
raders.
Hlooveg lists of different kinds of stories often asked for by re

" to rewrite |
gy listg have been used so mueh that it has been necessary hi

ing subjects |
thep A, .t least once, and some several times. The following

Taps .
rg inchided; :

bug

!
by i stories.
| lie,,in“” stories, Detective

| of the South.
| pQI?D;Der 8tories. g:g;iig: of the Vest and g;nagg'

{ Storieg. read fPietion.
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LIBRARIANY S RFEPORT

yiss Vera Gher, who hsad been at the head of the loan department
]

cigned the 1ast of December to accent the position of 1ibrarian at
¢ a

pvard, I1l. Hiss Henderson took her Place, and iliss Helen Roby wh
1is : o

4 taken the aprrentice course and been doing evening wopk

was made

sistant. Miss Fleanor Ferris took the two monthst apprentice course

During the past year the schedule has been changed so that each at-

mndant 1s on duty only two evenings a week instead of three as formerly.

steff meetings were held as ususl once a month when papers on library
ijects were read and discussed, news itenms brought in, and problemns of
ur oo library considered. At the meeting in February, ''iss rlizabeth
wis, a senior from the University of Illinois Library School who was
ith us for a month's "field work”, gave a very interesting talk on the

ork of the Illinois Library School.

Press,

The newspapers have been generous in furnishing free copies for the

*ading room and for binding, and in giving space for book lists and 1i-
'y news in their columns. We wish to extend to them sincere thanks
fir their interest and assistance.

Library BPosrd and ctaff.

70 the Library Roard it is a pleasure to acknowledge the hearty
Wteration snd cordial support given st all times, and the Staff is 1o

be Cimended for intelligent and loyal service.

Respectfully submi tted, |

1ibrarian.




| Contents of 1ibrary.

|
|

e 14 191%~ books on hand —.__________
pdditions:-
By rurchase (new) — ____________
" - (renewal) ______TTTTTTTTmmomoeee ;39
| " school ecollect R ——— s o
3 * donation ——eeeo_____ """ .:.L.(_n_l_).___:: _____________ 78
| B OO T g
? ¥ books found (missing brevious to Iliay !1,191.’!)-:::: gg
Total added —w———e__
Losses: IR0

forn out and withdrawn —eeeeo___________ 017
L6st and peld for ecaceaeaemeo oo _

|
i TOLAL 1oaE e 1027
‘loy *1, 1914~ books on hand

1 Accessions according to Classification.

No.vols.in Additions Withdrawals No.vols.in

| Lib'y June (new and (worn out Lib'y 1ay
[ 1, 1913 renewal ) and %1, 1914
' missing)
lenerel works %287 128 22 =49
Milosophy 490 19 6 50%
4 teligion 1084 z6 10 1110
Setology 3228 185 48 %465
| Philology 116 8 2 122
Jtiral ‘seienee 1759 52 12 1799
lnful gptg 2039 81 10 2110
e aptg 1505 69 24 1550
Uteratyre 3604 159 57 3706
: Travel 1890 58 =0 1918
Mistory ' 2281 66 24 2% 2%
4 giction 9501 709 640 9?;3
el po 37 2
o] cglglfs égg 200 128 o8
oty =200 5 1850 1027 =4728

Division of Classes.

Uy | - . 74 20052
nptting bis, 19656 970 i 5072
ety 8 Pks. 4910 42% "8t 2047
Bogyg o€ Dlks, 2004 6% 0 =843
| Pume"g““’d- =719 133 0 =050
g,y d0Cs, 2980 708
"1 oty | i 200 128
Toy ' =4728
| in. 1850 1027

Per
cent

10.05
1.45
Se19
9.97

« X8
5.18
6.07
4.46

10.67
5.52
6.?1
6.74

27.55

«45
2.04

______________________________________ =4,728



General works
Philosophy
Religion
Sociology
Philology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fietion
Foreign books
Magazines
Rental coll.

Total

Days open
Daily average
Largest day
Smallest day

June.
6
-
=6
56
2
49
8%
81
227
o4
bt
6
2822
25
253
192

5026

25
201
402

99

July.

16
4d
49
65
1
29
95
98
2%2
62
44
Ciild
4200
20
294
194

56%0

26
217
447
122

Total number of books issued

Aug.

11
42
47
72
4
47
71
86
242
49
41
74
4181
29
204
175

5475

26
211
877
110

during year 1912-1914

LIBRARIAN'®'S RFEPORT.

APPENDIX.

Circulation by Classes.

Sept.

5
49
o3
98
3
78
96
75
269
60
44
10%
2977
20
210
154

5%94

25
216
428
118

Oct.

4
%6
o1

124

7

54
114
128
269

T

56
151

4746

17
255
176

6059

27
224
501

88

Nov.

7
44
68

102

S
65
37

142
71
84
50
1358
4%9%
22
=00
184

6067

24
25%
470
1895

Dec.

13
68
71
102
&
57
96
160
284
81
98
121
4Z50
29
45
2%9

6219

26
2%9
546
125

(Adult.)

Jan.

11
66

76
127
3
69
122
201
411
108
81
14 %
5189 4
28
465
294

7%64 6

26
28%
508
185

Feb.

4
65
66
87
1
68
123
168
387
138
114
177
794

14
426
250

832

23
297
629

4z

---——...-———.——.._.;-q—,.----—n——-n-_—

Mar. Apr.
12 7
77 83
73 54

118 147

5
87 56

120 104

194 116

448 370

112 81

115 67

163 141

5064 4268
54 o
414 303
255 206
7294 6076

26 26

280 232

520 4326

187 139

110,298

May .

75
62
118

50
86
95
277
55
61
115
2669
15
272
158

5114

25
2086
263
126

Totals,

100
682

706

1217
o7
699
1217
1544
3937
9586
802
1461
52%%4
Z086
4041
2477

72510

205
228

Per
cent.

o 14
«94

« 97
1.67
<05

« 96
1.68
2+15
5.472
1.32
1.11
2.01

72.18
42
5.57
?.42

(Adult, juvenile and school)

Books
loaned
in
room

2027
29
64

773

841

261
176
873
111
208
821
768

1658

821%



-

Circulation by Classes

APPENDIX.

LIBRARIAN''S REPORT.

(Juvenile.)

Books
loaned
‘ : Per in
June. . July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov., Dec. Jan. Feb, Mar, Apr, May . Totals. cent, room
General works 8 8 5 6 15 20 17 by o 168 ’ ,
Philosophy 0 | 6 1% lg e 1?2 'g?
Religion 4 8 5 5 8 11 1% 25 10 18 o 21 154 "45
Sociology 200 214 142 184 244 257 216 264 251 295 274 909 2708  8.64
Philology 2 5 5 % 8 14 10 9 7 9 6 3 86 28
Natural science ot 5% 59 54 7% 60 65 80 62 90 87 77 79% 2"5'z
Useful arts 16 19 14 1= abe %8 28 =0 z0 =5 18 o5 299 "ok
Fine arts 65 6% 69 50 9% 101 85 95 74 86 70 52 907 2.88
Literature 18 104 98 1% 217 214 224 175 188 p4n gy qo0 2085  6.65
Travel 63 5% %8 49 80 128 99 99 109 120 86 79 1017 2. o5
Biography %7 =9 27 =7 45 45 49 50 76 69 . =2 29 526 1.70
History 99 70 66 104 172 184 145  1%9 158 162 110 56 1425  4.55
Fiction 1595 1530 1394 1188 1755 1970 1864 2155  opx= 2789 1710 1457 21040 67.1%
Magazines 5 5 5 5 12 12 11 8 8 16 a 11 106 x4
Total 2270 2175 1927 1811 2715 %054 2825 =162 7022 2872 2627 2185 71749 65
Days open. 25 26 26 25 27 24 26 26 =
Daily average 91 8% 74 72 101 127 108 122 126 132 132 gi ;82
Largest day 1728 126 117 159 182 279 220 252 267 210 197 167
Smallest day 4% 41 46 =4 58 69 5% 54 12 68 55 40



Religion
Sociology
Philology
Natural science
Useful arts
Fine arts
Literature
Travel
Biography
History
Fiction

Total

Oct.

14
107

80
17
19
41
91
23
50
293

736

Nov.,

30
228
146

40

36

87
156

71

67
588

1454

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.

APPENDIX.

School Circulation.

Dec.

18
126

68
21
13
45
70
32
47
232

771

Jan,

20
167

86
21

62
75
29
57
472

1000

Feb.

21
146

87
27
13
52
60
24
73
394

897

Mar.

10
116
2
70
25
13
48
57
28
78
240

784

Apr.

12
83

29
10
6
21
26
23
54
199

467

May .

8
61
3
29
7
4
2]
25
11
32
140

241

Totals.

133
1024
14
596
168
i
BH7
560
241
455
2758

6446

L]
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- To the Honorable it

gon appropriation

fi

fop

balance on hand
fines
non-resident cards

reserve postals

FINANCI AL STATFMENT

RECFIPTS.

lost and damaged books

rent from Il1. Library rFxtension Commission

sale of olad newspapers, ete

rental colleection

rebates on books, insurance & push-cart

salaries

books
Periodieals

Mrinting and supplies
binding,

heat ang light

Pepaipg

Niscellaneous

furng ture

%lance on hang

Total —-

FXPFNDITURFES.

ayor ang City Counecii:

49.50
12.52
21.06
300.00
7.64
12%,85
44.47

|||||||||||| —————= #10,842.96

$4845.91
1541.8%
410.05
246 .78
855.61
619.16
128,30
391.34
204.22
847.41

752,75
|||||||||||| -—— £10,842,96



FINANCIAL STATFMENT .

I, Alice G. Fvans,

[

Board of Directors of

11linois, do hereby certify
mat the foregoing statement of the condition and statistics of

mmowaﬁmdw of the
§¢35mH#&Hwo Library of Decatur,

the 1ibrary is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Secretary, Library Board.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this day of June, 191

e T———

Notary Public.

. T
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
To the Board of Directors, Decatur Free Public Library:

; _ ,
| erewith is submitted the fortieth annual report of the Library
pr the year ending May %1, 1915,

The year just closed has been marked by no unusual event but there

qn be recorded twelve months of continuous patronage and steady work in
il departments,

The increasing of the Library's working space last year by removing

ihe children's room upstairs and enlarging the reference

room has proved
3ggreat advantage in many ways.

Although no large underteking has been

qunched, much thought and time for investigation have been given to future
atension,~ if the appropriation of the coming year permits- and steps

-'have already been taken towards opening a regular branch library in the

v Durfee School building. It is also hoped that the Library may be

ile later to open up deposit stations.

Contents and Accessions.

The number of volumes in the library June 1, 1914 was Z4,7283, The
mber of volumes added during the year was 1958, the number withdrawn
1?6, leaving a net increase of 922, and the total number of volumes
ly 21, 1915 =®5,650.,

Not many expensive books or sets were added during the year because

! the 1imited book fund, but among the titles of special interest may be

¥ntioned:

A. L. A. index to general literature; Supplement, 1900-1910.

Abridged agricultural records. v,

Cross- History of Fngland and Greater Britain.

Cyclopedia of American government; edited by McLaughlin and
Hart. Ve2=3,

- erican bibliography. VB o
ﬁgﬁggon- gzadings in Ame%ican constitutional history, 1776-1876.
Reid- ‘American and Fnglish studies, 2v.
Riley- Complete works, BV,
Roosevelt- Through the Brazilian wilderness.
Vebbe- Famous living Americans.

There weré also added new editions of several standard workse such as:

B - Familiar quotations.
Ag{gitt Germen and Fnglish dictionary.
Dyke- Automobile encyclopedia,

-
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

Loan Department.
The total registration for the Year was 2100.

In the adult depart-
nt 1606 cards were issued and 594 in the children's room

There were
08 non-resident cards purchased and 13 temporary cards issued to transients.

e total number of cards now in force is 7924,

The number of books loaned for home use from the adult department

a5 75,005, from the children's room 20,119, and through the school 1li-

paries §,244, making the total cireculation 108,368,
!
. The Library was open 306 days. January was the largest month when

510,305 books were issued, and September the smallest with a eirculation of

mly 7,217, The largest day was Dec. § when 799 were issued, and June 10

e snallest with 186.

\ The scarlet fever epidemie caused much extra work in this department,

psides the loss of 29 books which were destroyed by order of the State

 Board of Health. New cases were reported by the city authorities to the

|

| library every day, and these names were compared with our borrowers' in-
x t0 see if any members of the household were card holders, and if so
the file of borrowers' cards was consulted to see if any cards were out,

in which ease borrowers were notified to have the books fumigated and then

|

\return them to the Library where they would be destroyed. To keep a

Ystematie record of these cards took an hour Or mOTe each morning, also
®uired an index of persons and one of streets,
The eireculation was considerably reduced in February and liarch dur-

%in@ the quarantine.

The ‘rental collection still proves its reason for being by taking

e of the Lurden from the limited book fund and meking it possible to

"t somewhat nearer to supplying the heavy demand for the new books,

ction
"eelally new fiction. There is mo book in the rental collec

™eh 1 not slso on the free shelves. Copies which have paid for

| new books
i themsElve‘s are transferred to the free collection. Fifty

' ™6 addeq to the rental collection. The total circulation of the en-

Hrg ¢0llection was 1,735, earning $86.76.
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

Children's Department,

» openi _
The opening of the lidbrary Year found the children very much at home
jp thelr new loecation,

The summer was exXceedingly hot but the large room with its many win-
gdoWS proved to he a Pleasant place for the little readers. Vhen the

' Echildren came in large numbers after school hours in the fall, they climbed
[ g .
| the stalrs 80 easily and quietly that these arguments against the move

Eupstairs were proved to be unjustified.

Just at the time we were having our largest ecireulation the city was

|
yisited by an epldemic of scarlet fever. Like a Pied Piper it passed

‘ithrough our midst, and from February 10 to March 27 no children were secen

Tlon the streets or in the Library. All the schools were closed and the

lPublic Library was indeed a blessing furnishing good reading for the little

;“shut-ins", who had escaped the epidemie. Some visited the department

\,to see what it looked like without children. Many parents came for books

(1o had not been in the Library before, and messages of thanks were sent
!

[to the librarian by the c‘nildfen, making it a pleasure to send books to

t them,

i hile the schools were closed the city teachers worked on the new

| turse of study using the juvenile books, and the department was a busy

Nage,

i

l Bulleting and lists have been posted marking the holidays. A very
i“ﬁefﬂl poster is one showing different bird houses, as many of our bOYS
g eirls are greatly interested in birds this spring. The Boy Scouts

){aﬂd Indian posters also attracted much attention,
|

| The following is a summary of the year's work:

Number of volumes added ~==-—mermceme—c————- 314
‘ Number of volumes withdrawn ——---e-ce—eece-=— o 61

Total number of volumes in children's room 5,086
r Nurmber of volumes loaned:

Fiction —cmcemccmmcccc e 20,086
| Non-fiction —cccemvmceeee- ‘10,033
| TOtRL —waabas ——————————— -- 20,119
| ‘

'— Number of cards issued -——-—————teeo—coeform- 594

Total number of cards in force ————cewe-- Rl 8,887

i
?
E'




LIBRARIAN'S RFPORT

Reference Department.

The needs Of thils department have been more easily met since the en-

1Mﬂmwnt of the rgference roOom OVer a year ago,

| The work has consisted
iofﬂm usual help given to students, club-women and the various other

| lasses of library visitors. As far as possible, the demands have been

;ﬂﬁuﬁpated and material looked up in advance.
§
| jo note that subjects of a social and economic nature have been asked for

It has been interesting

i
%mmtoften. A representative list of subjects on which help has been

| glven follows:

Bible chronclogy.
Chinese children in the United States.
Covernment ownership of telegraph and telephone lines.

E;
|
E . HEistoric spots in Illinois.,
i " Honor system in high schools.
Metallic railroad ties,
l Nautical astronomy.
[ Neutrality.
! State forestry in Illinois,
? csupervised play of children.
l The war from an econonic standpoint.
| The vertical file, which is to ineclude pictures, pamphlets and
i clippings, has heen started.
‘ ginece January the reference room has been thrown open for use oOn
l winday afternoons from two until six,
I Definite statistics as to the reference use of the Library can
scareely be compiled, but the estimated number of books used in the

hilding is B8,62%.

Reading ROOMmM.

The reading room is always one of the most popular places in the

t library, every day from nine until nine, and on Sunday afternoons Liia

tvo until six.

The total attendance on Sundays, the only time a record 1s kept,

Tas 1700, the average belng 48 .
The reading room has on file 227 periodiceals and newspapers.

it o : , ' lar in-
} Pamphlets on the Furopean war and government bulleting of P?Pu

terest are also placed here.

New periodicels subseriped for were:

| American oxonian.
Electric railway journal.

Hibbert journal.
New republice.

i
i
E
i
g
r
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Catalog Department,

The total number of new books classified ana cataloged

was 1,089
New editions of 0l1d books re
: cataloged —ccmemmemeo__
] Library of Congress cards used _____E_g?_(_i_ _____________ 135
i QRS tynewpitten: 0 s o o e — 1,4%1
: Main CALALOY wmm i i
? _ Children's catalog —-emeeemeooooo oo 1,588
| Cards revised or added t0 mme—m——e—ooo TS 514
B s et e i s S e 1,280
Total number of cards added to the €at2l0f ee——e——————o PR
- ] - 1= .

In addition to books, many serials were checked, classified and

| gided to cards. Pamphlets of' an ephemeral nature were arranged alphabet-

1oally in a vertical file.

The most important and tedious piece of extra work done was the

 yping on cards of all subject headings used in the catalog. This was

lrmst necessary as the list in book form was completely worn out, and it
nes simpler and better for future use to arrange on cards than to check

’up 2 new printed list. The work was begun last year, and there still

%remains to be done the collation of the list with the catalog, in order

‘tounify the whole and make needed revisions and additions to the refer-

gnce cards.,

Binding end lending
withdrawing and Replaecing.

The total number of books sent to the bindery was 1278; of this
miber 29% volumes were periodicals, and 1055 were books to be rebound.
e number of books mended or labelled was 260%, and those beyond repailr
% the number of 1026 were withdrawn and new copies ordered if needed.
Theefigures do not give an adequate idea of the work necessary to
 'p the gollection in even fairly good condition. Fach and every process
| ®uires the eareful attention of some one skilled in that particular line,

"l 8t the heipght of the busy season the circulation and reference WOTrK

ke syeh gemands on the time of the attendants that the repair, binding

nd vithdrawal work gets very much in arrears.

TR
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Sechool Libraries,

There are now 697 volumes in the school coilection.

In October a
jibrary ¥as deposited in each of the following schools: purfee, Roach,

and Jackson street schools where they remained until
te elose of the school year,

The circulation was only 3,244 this year as against 6,446 of the Pre-

yious one. This falling off was because of the epidemic of secarlet fever,

quring which time most of the libraries were not circulated.

Fxhibitions,

The Municipal Art League held two exhibitions in the Librery this

psrs  The first one, January 5-12, was of the praintings of lr. Roy Brown,

fornerly of Decatur. This was largely attended and unusual interest

 shovn both becauvse of the merit of the pictures and in that the painter

¥r. Brown was in and out during the exhibition,
sy greeting 0ld friends and explaining the pictures to visitors. He

s particularly interested in the comments of the children who came by

school rooms to see them, Decatur people noted with pride Hr. Brown's

 fonderful development in style since he last exhibited here.

The second exhibition has just closed, being held May 10 to 24.

Tls consisted of paintings by American painters, selected by the Amer-

ltan Federation of Arts. There were forty canvases in the collection
| ™ich more than filled the two south rooms and the hall upstairs,- two

Metures being hung in the delivery room, The paintings were by noted

Utists and the subjeects and treatment were varied enough to suit all

tasteg,

Bulletins and Book Displays.

Bulletins snd lists for the usual holidays and some sgpeclal occasions
have been posted in the delivery room. The information 'ba%lletin boards
teve been kept supplied with library statistics and other l.boal infor-
"tion answering questions often asked at the desk; also, 157_?t8 of State

" United states officials, etc.

s
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_Buildinp; and Grounds,

After last year'g exXtensive 1mprovements,

Not so much was needed this
jear for the upkeep of the building,

The walls in the stack room,

small
1pll, librarian's ang cataloger's rooms were redecorated, and additional
| gelving placed in the librarian’s room, |
!
i The iron gratings at the basement windows were all repaired,

pounds and parking put in good condition by sodding,

Librar ry Meetings,

; The Illinois Library associsation which met in Springfield in October
l

- ms attended by the librarisn ang four members of the staff,
L
| The American Library association holds its annual conference this

jear in Berkeley, Calif., June z.9, The librarian is now in attendance

:

it that meeting.

Apprentices.

As usual, the Library has had some arprentices in training at the

loan desk and in the children's room to provide for substitute and evening
wrk, Those taking the course were lMiss Eleanor Ferris, Miss Fdith Davis,

o Miss Helen Stevenson,- the last two being students in the Library school

| of the James Millikin universi ty.

_Staff,
liss Mabel Wayne, who for fifteen years had been a valued assistant

®igned in July to enter the Wisconsin Library school in the ra1i.

UUss wayne began as an apprentice and later took the Library Summer school
§n"“I'S'e conducted by the Iowa Library commission. She was made head of the
!'109‘“ department when the new building was opened, and had been reference
;nbral‘ian for ten years when she resigned. Miss Wayne was Wery tho'rough
-““d efficient in 211 departments and her going was a distinct loss to the
éLibrarF and the community. .

; The Library was fortunéte in securing Miss Florence Love, formerly a

in
 Mbep op the staff and who had just finished the course in the Wiscons

orary school, as reference librarian.

Pwnw",-* -
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| Aprpendix.

i Contents of library,
1
ENW'1’1914_ books on hand

_-——-———--—-n.\-_—-—--.—— -._-———————-—-—-—...--—-—
-——

34,728
| pdditions:
| By purchase (new) —eeeeeo 506
| g Arenewal) eeeeo___________ T 874
- " DINAETY e TTTTTTTTeeS =08
; " donation e o1 an
i " books found (missing previous to May 31, 1914) ——ee_ 35
i Total added ————eee-oo 1958
’ Losses:
1 Worn out and withdrawn ———eeo o ________________ 889
’ Lost and paild fOr —emmmeem L 17
| Lost and not pald FOr eemmmm o o
| Destroyed on account of scarlet fever ————emmee o, 29
{ Destroyed in Linn & Scruggs and Decatur Hotel fires -- 8
% Unaccountied for in inventory weeeeecac oo 56
l Total 10SS wemwee—eeo - 1036
gggﬁl,lgls- DOOKS ON MBNEA omioim o o i o o o i i o s o i 55 i s 35,650
i
| Accessions according to Classification.
! No.vols.in Additions Withdrawals No.vols.in Per
; Lib'y June (new and {worn out Lib'y May cent
’ 1, 1914  renewal) and 31, 1915
] missing)
| ieneral works 3497 178 4 3867 10.29
 Milosophy 503 14 17 vgg § 15
| Rligion 1111 41 17 36154; 16 55
 Sclology 3465 205 #2 “125 .35
Milology 122 5 = 1848 5.18
latural seience 1799 82 33 ponis 5 24
| lseful arts 2110 135 19 2 s
¥ : 30 1602 4.49
Hne aptg 1550 82 ' 3792  10.64
' lterature 2706 160 79 1007 5.40
i Tr 8 z9 1927 B
' Bo o5 7 2210 .
graphy 2192 48 6.58
-ty 59 34 23 .
Ly ory 2323 9744 o7 .32
| Hotion 9570 770 S99 18% .51
: FOreign b001{S 1590 25 1 69;} 1.95
' Ythool go11, 707 129 139
Total %4708 19583 1036 25680
| .
! Division of Classes.
| ' 20429
Wlating bks. 20053 902 228 5086
we.dren's bks, 5033 414 5 211%
‘. Bauerence bks, 2042 80 1 4118
ol period, 3843 276 0 3207
it docs, 3050 157 o e
ol 11, 707 129
i 25650
| 34728 1958 1026
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APPENDIX,
Circulation by Classes. (Adult) Books
loaned
Per in
June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov, Dec. Jan, Feb, Mar. Apr. May. Totals. cent, room
General works 2 a 5 10 13 15 5 25 17 24 37 10 187 o1 1481
Philosorhy 60 80 62 47 93 w7 74 82 82 85 67 64 873 1.17 94
Religion 46 69 80 65 119 a7 70 86 107 129 92 51 1011 1.35 181
Sociology T 73 72 98 136 135 135 145 166 188 166 146 1637 2.05 486
Philology 2 1 1 2 4 2 2 4 2 1 22 .03 3
Natural science 60 53 71 62 73 78 50 71 82 74 92 71 837 1.10 247
Useful arts 96 101 73 115 124 144 133 169 148 178 169 140 1605 2.14 260
Fine arts 125 113 135 150 172 158 129 164 213 227 204 164 1952 2.60 . 332
Literature 208 267 269 246 256 407 373 539 512 510 510 452 4649 6.20 946
Travel 51 69 69 73 117 105 102 142 158 167 111 100 1264 1569 287
Biography 24 28 59 58 63 107 90 128 108 164 124 126 1099 1.47 165
History 69 47 49 151 214 213 218 225 195 216 168 19¢ - 1939 2.59 599
Fiection 2604 4038 4284 3619 4239 . 4207 4351 5346 5113 5165 4146 4348 52460 69.94 8525
Poreign books 17 13 23 16 30 22 s) 35 26 19 7 1] 251 34 7
Magazines 284 265 286 285 327 349 325 298 263 311 284 o3l 2614 4.81 2906
Rental coll. 165 204 187 167 174 147 117 100 86 128 131 119 1735 2.351
Total 4900 5432 85730 5142 6261 6264 6207 7558 7278 7609 6290 6334 76005 8529
Days open 26 26 26 25 27 24 - 26 25 23 27 26 25 306
Daily average 188 209 220 206 232 261 - 239 302 316 282 242 263 245
Largest day 254 379 421 380 445 455 6520 639 565 601 530 466
Smallest day 112 106 104 135 133 165 116 173 180 174 156 156

: : : school)
Total number of books issued during yerr 1P14-1810 =s—amrmserssemeicmren i 108,368 (Aduit, Juvenile i :
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APPENDIX,
Circulation by Classes (Juvenile)
BRooks
loaned
Per in
June, July. Aug. Sept. Oot., Nov, Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar. Apr. R iwvuals, cent. room
General works 6 9 15 6 9 " 16 =
Phi%ofophy 8 ] 4 ] 1 10 9 10 15 122 :g%
Religion 1 32 19 1% 22 o2 43 43
Sociology 216 254 265 288 281 301 271 360 164 291  oor  ono sofs 10t
Philology 8 3 T 7 6 6 10 11 4 6 9 8 85 .28
Natural science 72 65 48 68 63 75 68 67 41 50 73 49 739 2.45
Useful arts 18 16 19 29 22 43 %7 43 16 30 41 36 360 1.19
Fine arts 39 70 69 72 118 97 101 105 49 76 47 -+ 103 94% s.18
Literature 185 174 121 131 204 262 226 256 108 148 19 163 2167 7.19
Travel 84 64 70 70 82 120 114 116 55 90 58 65 088 327
Biography 1% 18 13 24 24 40 42 49 Z9 20 28 28 342 1.13
History 67 ° 54 47 61 94 103 104 84 50 64 56 50 834 2,76
Fiction 1618 1742 1646 1348 1686 1991 1996 2083 1210 1455 1640 1671 20086  66.68
Magaezines 6 10 5 4 1 10 6 17 5 6 6 13 89 29
Total 2384 2492 2344 2075 2619 2068 3035 3247 1775 92205 2425 2480 20119 94
Days open 26 26 26 25 27 24 26 25 23 27 26 25 306
Daily average 90 96 90 83 97 128 117 130 77 82 93 99 o8
Largest day 125 138 159 157 182 199 269 242 217 188 212 181
Smallest dey 41 56 52 51 60 8% 48 51 37 37 60 37
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School Circulation.

Det. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb, Mar, Apr. Totals,
Religion 18 2% 16 15 2 74
Sociology 116 129 102 119 29 495
Natural science 72 74 54 &0 19 269
Useful arts 22 23 23 15 i 90
Fine arts 23 13 16 6 4 62
Literature 48 44 44 42 16 194
Travel 99 107 71 64 17 358
Biography 25 29 23 25 TA 113
History 46 36 26 56 15 189
Fiction 344 387 284 290 95 1400

Total 813 865 669 682 215 | %244




FINANCIAL  STaTEMENT V{45

To the Honorable Mayor ang City Couneil:

RECEIPTS,
mon appropriation §5 i b
" balance on hand
752,75
o 421.86
- ' non-resident ecards 59.50
" reserve postals 12,20
" lost and damaged books 15.75
" sale of old newspapers, etc. 3.99
‘ " rental eollection 36,75
" rebates on books 81.% \
Total ecemmm 210,832
EXPFNDITURFS,
fr salaries $4,975.50
' books 1,444,.22
' veriodicals | 394.75
N Printing and supplies 280.16
' binding - 798 .87
y repairs 441,08
3 light end heat i
! Insurence b
1 furni shinpe e
p Paving 180.37
| iscellaneous ERE)
| balance on hand 1“458:\.00 ‘

(o e 004‘

bee £10,8%3.04
TOtal —mmmmmmm——mm—r=ros 10,
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FINANCIAL STATFMENT

I, Alice G. Fvans, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the

pee Public Library of Decatur, Illinois, go hereby certify that the

| pregolng statement of the condition and statistlioes o the Library
i true to the best of my knowledge ang belief,

Secretary, Library Board.

subseribed and sworn to before me this day of June, 191

Notary Public.




Decatur, Ill. May 17, 1916,
THE FORTY-FIRST Ap:

&

WUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

of the

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THE CITY OF DECATUR.

To the Honorable Mayor and Commissioners.
yntlemens

The Board of Directore of the Decatur Public Library taske pleasure

Ei peubmitting %o you their annual report for the year ending April 30, 1918.
; The report of the librarian is so full of information and complete
i

| detall of the work donme in each department of the Library, and the advance

(y library affairs generally, that we find it quite impossible to add any-

\

i‘thing of value or real information.

Speclal mention should be made, however, of the Durfee school

. iranch just established. One year ago the President of the Library Board,

i his report to you, called attention to the need of this Branch library

ad the purpose of the Board of Directors to establish 1it. We now have
| the pleasure of reporting it in operation, and we beapeak for it a rapidly

| wreasing growth in size, in usefulness,- a profit and pleasure to the
I

tmmnity it serves.

|
|

 tn the establishment of more branch 1ibraries. May we hope that our

No one thing would give the Directors of the Library more pleasure

' linaneial sbility will soon enable us to do so.

' We have had the usual expense of good housekeeping during the year.

;111 addition to thet, we have refinished most of the Trooms in the building,
Haught new furniture for certaln departments, and looked after the property

|
|

tnerally,

| y
i mmend u a careful reading
{ In conclusion, we respectfully comme to yo

| v he
\Qf the Livrariant's report, which gives you a comprehenslve report of ©

|

f ﬂma' hopes, and accompl ishmente of this body.

ng a
We desire also ©0O express our Vvery great pleasure in having

be a better library, &
“‘ librarian and staff whose whole purpose seems O

| By to be helpful.
ing constituency, and opportunity

Respectfully gubmitted,

', Board of Directors.
B
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7o the Board of Directors, Decatur Free Publie Livrary:

Herewith is
]: submitted the forty-first annual report of the Library
¢ the eleven months ending April 30, 1916,

For the first time in its history the Library year will close with the

155'5 of April instead of the last of May. This change was made to conform

1|1th the end of the city year. The work of the year will be considerably

tpeduced by cutting off one month. Especially will this be noticed in the

fulroula.tion atatistics., The balance left over, as shown in the financial

gatement, will be more than usual for the seme reason. This will be re-

E
%duaed by the payment for redecoration and furniture contracted for before
| te year closed.

BRANCH LTIBRARY.

The most important undertaking of the Library during the year was the

l, uiablishment of its first branch library. The 1ldea of exitending the

| library's usefulness to residents of outlying districts had long been con-
!aidere& a8 a necessary move, but the Library Board had not felt financially
’ thle o undertake the work until now. The school libraries reached the

I' Mldren, and incidentally their parents, but a real branch is intended for
“lts 2s mach as for children. This is only a beginning of what is hoped
“Y be accomplished through extension. It is probable that deposit sta-
‘lons will pe instituted during the coming year.

| The Branch is located in a beautiful front room on the first floor of

- % new purfee school. Unfortunately the room was not equipped with shelves

. . .
i’ ilme to open the library pvefore the close of our year; consequently, n

“Mrt upon the use of the Branch can be given until next year, but the

Ntk of gelecting the books, classifying, cataloging, and preparing them for

| lr"“l&tinn; planning the arrangement of the room, the details of adminis-

| . Before beginning the
strati‘m ete. come properly in thi‘s year's work

Torg Miss D111, the cataloger, gpent two daye in St. Louis visiting branch

; ing and
L 1‘31‘9.;-133 and investigating methods at the maln library of preparing

%
"Woting branches.
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tThe alm of the Lip |

rary authorities has been to make the Branch a
%wp“lar library, with plenty of clean,
!

wholesonme fiction, as well as books
g information,

 §
1 selecting children's books, care was taken to have

" proportion of books for boys and girls about equal. A few of the

it necessary reference books are included, such as cyclopedias, diction-

gies, & book of quotations, year-books, etc. For larger, more expensive

gi exhaustive works the Branch patrons will have to depend upon the Main

iubrary. Their cards are good for drawing out books at both libraries.

The books in the Branch library are all new and in good editions, and

s 53 volumes are divided equally between adults and children.  The s

wlection will be added to each month as is done at the Main library.

jclose watch will be kept on the needs and demands of the community, and

nuests from patrons of the Branch will be taken intc consideration !

men making up order lists of books. |
Seven periodicals are subscribed for. They are: American magazine,

Wod housekeeping, Independent, Ladies' home journal, Popular mechanics,

%t Nicholas, and Saturday evening post.

|

CONTENTS _AND ACCESSIONS. i

The number of volumes in the Library June 1, 1915 was 35,650. The
lmber of volumes added during the year was 2,366, and 21 books were found
Meh were missing previcusly, making a total of 3,287 volumes added. of
fhose withdrawn, 6892 were worn out or lost, while 80 were missing in in- 2‘;
®tory, the total losses being 769. There was = net gain of 1,518 volumes,

Miing the total number of volumes April 30, 1916, 37,168.

Among the noteworthy bocks may be mentioned:

; - 5 L] il'
| ggﬁ; & Hg?igre Islgiggbgg‘athe U‘r S. navy and thelr sponsors, 1797-1913. i
Cook~ Fducational history of Illinoils. |

Dyer & Martin-  Edison: his 11fe end inventions. 2v.
Enock- The tropics.

| ies.

* Firkins- Index to short stor -

’ £ literature.

< Hearn- Interpretations O ritish empire. 4v.
Innes- History of Englaend and the B av.

Jackson- Byzantine and Romanesaus architeoture..

Krasmer- Applied and economic botany.
Leupp-  Walks aboulb Washington.

i |



