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50th Anniversary

Women Not Always Late; League Starts Observance Early

By Deborah Hansen
0Of the Herald and Review

Who says women are always
late?

The League of Women Voters
of the United States is doing its
best to dispel such rumors by
beginning its 50th anniversary
one year early. .

The League has begun its
gnniversary with a membership
fund drive this month, one year
ahead of the scheduled 1970 an-
niversary.

Begun in 1920, after the last
meeting of its predecessor, the
American Woman Suffrage
Association, the League .s a non
- partisan, non - profit volunteer
organization.

Its income is derived from
dues and contributions from in-
terested members of the com-
munity.

The purpose of the League is
to study and act on
governmental issues at the
local, state and national
Icvel.

The Mecon County Chapter
was organized in 1924; its
president was Mrs. Metlin E.
Craig. A membership drive was
held in January, and |in
February 50 members gathered
for the first citizenship
school.

The group’s first study group
was formed in July of that year
and dedicated its time to the

ation in_the state
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|for 1968-69 included the study

of Women Voters is its voter’s
service program.

This service includes the
distribution of nonpartisan in-
formation on candidates and
issues, campaigns to encourage
registration and voting, can-
didates meetings, courses in
practical politics and trips to
city halls and state
legislatures.

In 1968 the Decatur League’s
voter’'s service included
demonstrations on the use of
voting machines.

The Decatur League o f|?
Women Voters’ study program

and evaluation of the need for|i
funds by the Decatur Human
Relations Commission. ‘

The League also evaluated
the need for funds for the fair
housing ordinance in Decatur. It
supported a new main library
building and further study of
the needs and operation of the
Decatur Public Library. Sup-|
port has been given to securing|
of increased funds to provide |
quality education and adequate |
space and to study ways to im-|}
prove public education in!

Federal Library
Accepts Files



and county.

In 1946 the Macon County
Chapter became the Decatur
League of Women Voters. Miss
Blossom Redmon was the first
president. &

The Decatur League’s 150
members, like those throughout
the country, take action in sup-
port of or in opposition to
selected issues, but not parties
or candidates.

Membership

The membership is made up
of women citizens of voting age
who believe in representative
government,

Delegates to the national and
state conventions select tepics
to be studied, while the
membership selects those on
the local level.

Program items are
thoroughly studied in workshop
sessions with the presentation
workshop committee reports to
the members on the pros and
cons of the issues under
discussion.

Consensus is then reached by
the membership and the League
works to implement its posi-
tion.

Local organizations are often

asked to help with state and|

national studies; however, it is
up to the local membership to
accept the task of study and
evaluation, according to Mrs.

Keith Westenhaver, president of |f

the Decatur League.

Because of its nonpartisan
studies, the League can furnish
unbiased materials on current
problems to state legislators.

League studies have led to the|

support and final passage of the
establishment of council

manager form of city govern-

ment in Decatur in 1953, and

passage of the proposed judicial

Staff photo bKen Kiey
Miss Eugenia Allin, left, and Mrs. Westenhaver browse scrapbook showing club’s history.

amendments in 1958. published documented publica- program.

In 1953 the. League initiated|tions which help to educate both‘ Perhaps one of the most im-
and helped bring te a successfull members and public. 'portant functions of the League‘
conclusion a referendum on in-| The first written reference|______

The League of Women
Voters of the United Staies
compiled its historical files,
weighing more than one ton,
from 1920 to 1944, and gave
them to the Library of
Congress.

It is the first time files by
such an -.organization have
been accepted by the Library.
They are available to
sociologists, educators,
historians and scholars.

Federal aid to education is
one of the programs that the
League has supported since
its beginning.
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establishment - of a county|1960, © acon ounty
health department in 1962 and| Book.
the passage of the school| This book took nine years of
building bond referendum in|research by the members, and
1965. During 1965 they also|it outlined the forms of county,
backedlthe adoption of an urban]‘township, city: and village
renewal program. {government, and how the
In the field of civil rights they| operate. i
worked for‘ the passage of the; In 1963 the League published
economic opportunityland made available to the
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amendments of 1967. public “Facts About Decatur D
Documents Published Schools.”
In addition to its study and| This pamphlet contains a

stand on current issues, theibrief history and  informatio
Le_gggew Vhas compiled andabout the school system and
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