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Friday, September 24, 1948.

Called ‘Undemocratic,’
‘Efficient, Responsive’
A proposed commission form of
‘government for Macon county last
night was alternately censured as
““undemocratic’’ and lauded as ‘“‘an
efficient rule more responsive to
the will of the people.”
The assertions came from an op-
ponent and a proponent of the local
November ballot issue who spoke

in the Salvation Army hall before
more than 100 interested citizens.

County Auditor Ellis B. Wheeler
of Decatur, who said he appeared
as a man “always interested in a
better government,” and Rev. Fr.

Victor C. Goyke of Macon, ‘who de-|
clared he is interested in a “‘proper|.

voters’ representation,” were ‘the
men presenting sides of the top
county issue.

~ FOLLOWING an explanation of
the existing township government
in Macon county by Attorney
Thomas H. Armstrong, Mr. Wheel-
er rose to declare the township
rule should be replaced in Novem-
ber by a county commission.
“This more efficient, more eco-
nomical government would, in
short, = eliminate overlapping and
duplication of authority in the

Discussing the county’s top is-
sue—a proposed commission
rule—before last night's pro-
and-con forum. in the Salvation
Army hall are, left to right,
Rev. Fr. Victor C. Goyke of

peakers Analyze Commission Rule

Macon, opponent of a county
commission; Attorney Thomsa
H. Armstrong, who outlined the
existing township plap, and
County Auditor Ellis B. Wheel-
er, proponent of a commission

form. The proposition is on a
special Nov. 2 ballot that asks
a vote for or against continu-
ance of township organization.

_ (Herald and Review Photo)

county,”” he said.

e 2 that the ad
state is toward a centralization

government, Mr. Wheeler pointed

out that the city of Decatur in 1911
replaced its cumbersome alder-
manic system with a five-man
commission.

A further indication, he said, was
a 1947 bill to abolish township as-
sessors. They would be replaced

with one county-wide superintend- |

ent of assessing. The bill was not
made law but will again be placed
before the General Assembly.

Again in 1947, Mr. Wheeler as-'

serted, autbority to combine town-
ships into road districts was grant-
ed.

“THE TREND is definitely to-
ward consolidation of services. Is
Macon county to be left behind?”’

While Mr. Wheeler was speaking
of the proposal that would replace
the 41-man board of supervisors
with a three-man commission, it
was noted that most of the local
board members were part of the
interested audience.

The county auditor cited finan-
cial advantages amounting to ‘be-
tween $250,000 and $317,000” as a
merit of a commission.

A major portion of this savings,
he declared, would accrue from a
consolidation of the 17 township

road s{stems now operating in the |,

county
Fathef Goyke, in his defense of
the township plan,” termed Mr.

Wheeler’s proposition “castles in
the air.”
“They are alright,” he said,

“but you éan’t move into them.
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