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CONSENGTS

Changes in local govermnerrt in Illinois are possible under the 1970

I1linois constitution, ' Urnder the previous constitution, no local govern

ment could execrcise any power that was not specifically granted to it by

the General Assemblys The 1970 constitution still defines the powers of

. counties and municipalities other than home rule units, but now a unit with

* home rule has power unless tha.’c. power is speclf:.cally dgm.ed by 'bhe General
Assembly. il 5 e

Other provisions of the new constitution have changed county goverment‘.
_Townshlps are separate units of local gcvsermsnt. Under the State re-

------

- aounties contalnlng 'bownshlps now directly elect: the:.r boards rather than

having the county board be made up of township superv1sors and assistant
V_supervu.sors. ;

: Cctmtles now have the power to eliminate any county office by refersndum
and to change the terms and manner of selection of any office, except that
*the offices of sheriff, county clerk, and treasurer must be elected, not
appointed, unless abollsheds

: Cmn‘rt:.es may now coopera’oe mtergovermenta]ly with govemnen‘bal units at
any level, without specific author:.zatlon of the General Assembly unless
proh:.b:.ted by state law, P
Differential taxation is allowéd, whidh may reduce the need for special
districts to provide special services,

The effect of these various provisions is to free counties from rigid

forms of government and to permit all countiez to have equal access by
referendum to different forms of govermment.

ONSENSUS QUESTIONS to be answered at u.nits on March ﬁ, 1974,

1. Would the people of Macon County benefit by chang.mg the form
of ‘Macon County govemment? o

2. If S0, how?

Barb Ohlsen ' '
Chairman, County Govte. Committee



If anyone wishes to propose these items for: stud;v a‘b the Annual Meeting,
a majority vote is required to cons:.der them, a:nd"*l:hey must be adopth by
a twowthirds vote, : A S
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Ou.r update on CJ ty Covermeub has ‘been ccmpleted,, Our County-Tow«nsh:.p
Govermment 'study will te meleted in March, March 26th is the date. for
consensus meet:.ngs, Barbara Ohlsen a.nd her ccnmuttee will present ‘the i
program. T 2 S ,,_\4:‘_,;‘

Land Use meetmg"a w:.l.l be :.ng up ;}.ﬁ Apnl Pa,+ McVay has na" ccmm:.ttee =
and she wWill be, pr*eaent,;;ng & prcgram hersclf - shq wades ﬂzrcugh p:.les e
of EoQe" :Ln.foma.ulono i : i B>
The School Flnanoe eonsensus mee‘h.nga Lave been postponed unt 11 February. =
1975 because work:.ng pcwvs will be arriving too late for Spring. meetingse
The working - pape*'s wn.ll include. a. b.:bl:n.og; ap‘ﬂ" . a new glossary, "I11inois
School Distiicts" Hnd "Rec ctm*xnn'iat.:r.;.n., ‘of Magoh F'mmce *Comm.ss:.ons" A
chairman for this. uuuiy ;,s neededs * Think about itt e

Members are still blrcula.’clng pet: tichs for s:.rgla member d:Ls’Qr:.ct referendum.

Turn yours 1n *ho ‘Dea Mﬂyerson if completeds .
Our local League Annua.;, Repo“ts have vone :Ln to tm; Nat::.onal office.
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The YWCA has- agreed to a.ct as co—spo,nsor for a forum on the Equal Righ‘bs i
Amendment at the YWCA on March 21st at 7490 pom. The Cooxdinating Committee
now includes representatives fron our League, the American Association of
University Woamen, Business and Professional Women, Allied Industrial Workers,
National Organization of Nomtn, Church Women United, ~nd. cther groups are .
still being contacted. It is hoped that a speaker fram each organization
supporting the Equal Rights amendment. wiil be a part of the foyume. The
Moderator will he Bs Ao Aiken, who rf\,lla*ws that the amendment applies to

..z men as well as wanen' iz Plea.se do cdiie ‘and Bring guests.
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Fivy ml@;u oF touss Voters of Docatur weuld . Gk o Seos 4he govesmment af Mases
County echiers Home Rule stetws. Sush o change woeld eneble the ceanty govern
nent e tulve the indtistive in effisientiy mecting tha mmads of the paw,l.\. of
vhie euuaty withent walding for stabe legicliative @amzr.ﬁmﬂ
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Until such fime a8 an excoviive con be hecled, the lusgus encouvages the Ceundy
Posvd to apooint an adsinistrobor. Ssch a pesition wimldd rellieve county beawd
cxm%usm of soninigtrative Gtasks,

Ancther soea of mefcem needed 2% the ecounly level is lo eliminste es an sleciive
cifice any counly <ffice uhioh &m@u’ft 2et policy. oSuch offices as the Regovdsy
of Doeds, Avditoy and Covormr should be filled by an aopeioted povsen o cen-
selidetod with other offices. Thoe Losgoe urgss cowniy gwermmé; to continually
seck o coopesabe with other leveln of locel govermmenl %o climinale costly
dupliication of sexviges.

WORDING FOR 197475 PROCRAM ITEMS

Tomehip govermen® -~ Suppert for elimination of towmsiiips in Macon County with
thedr funclions trenslerred %o geveral purpose govern-
nemts, such 83 the county s muniaipalities.

mmmm-wzwammaum-twmemﬁymw
establisiment of an slacted wounty executive.

If necessayy, mmmw&ﬁdwmcw
Board wntil an executive can be elecied.

Rliminetion as clective offiocas thowms at the county level
which do not sst policy. amch ‘ag Amgditowr. Recorder of Deeds,
and Covoner.



